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CONFIDENTIAR L

DEXARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADOUARTERS, 52D CQ4BAT AVIATION BLTTALION
APO San Francisco 96318
WFLYING DRAGONS®

AVBACB-CC 5 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion For Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) -(U)

See Distribution:

1e c : S o es

a. (C) General. This report for the period 1 Fetruary through 30
April 1969 15 submitted in compliance with AR 525-15, USARPAC Reg 525-15,
USARV Reg 525-15 and 17th CAG Reg 525-15, |

(1) Headquarters, 52d Combat Aviation Battalion, LTC Richard L.
Stoessner, Commanding, remains at Camp Holloway, Pleiku, RVN. Inclosure
1 reflects organizational structure and station list of all aszigned,
attached and OPCON units, with lodation and AP0, as of 30 April 1969,

(2) There has been no change of mission during this period, however
the battalion has greatly incressed its aviation support of ARVN onerat-
ions during this quarter., FLYING: DRAGONS continue to provide aviation
support to the US Fourth Infantry Division; Military Assistgnce Comrand,
Vietnam; RVN II Corps Headquerters; Fifth Special Forces Group and other
Free World Military Assistance Forces in.the central highlands of Viet-
nam (sce inclosure 2), Additionally, all operational cnd administrative
functions and activities of Comp Holloway, Hollowny lrmy Adrfield and
Kontun Axmy Airfield are controlled by- the 52d CLB.

b. (C) Personnel.

(1) Awards ond Decorationg, During this reporting poriod, 871
awards wore processed and 1000 were approvod and-received, This in-
oludod tho roceipt of 1 Silver Star, 19 Distinguished Flying Crosses,
6 Soldicr!s Medals, 23 Bronze Stard, 2 Bronge Stars for Valor, 841 Air
Medals, 24 Air Medals for Valor, 59 Army Commend~tion.Mcdals, 16:Armv
Comrmendstion Medals for Vglor; and 9 Purple Hearts,

(2) Cormend and Steff Chonges. The following Command or Battalion
Staff changes took place on the dates indicated:

OR OT vT
292.158 | DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Inclosure DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
1 90D DIk 5200.10
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CONFIDENT/A L

AV3I0=CC (5 iicy 1969)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Baitalion Feriod
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR 65 (R-1) (U)

POSITION RANK, NAME, SVC NO (Incoming) DATE
(Outgoing)
BN X0 MAJ Bloemsma, William A, 05307178 23 Mar 69
LTC Burton, James 071159
BN S-2 CPT Worthington, Gerald R, 02303599 26 Apr 69
Vacant
BN S-3 MAJ Hood, John W. 05405944 | 27 Mar 69

MAJ Aicken, Larry B, 074042

BN S MAJ Stratton, Albert L, 05312211 23 Mar 69
VAJ Bloesma, William A, 05307178

BN SIG OFF CPT Wong, Owen Jr, 05340404 11 Max 69
CPT Gunter, Terry A. 05536250

BN SFTY OFF 1LT Holloway, Relph L. 02332795 21 Apr 69
1LT Weggoner, William 2. Jr. 05431703

BN FIO 1LT Parsons, Curtis C, 05253484 11 Mar 69
1LT Manifold, James W. 05341940 _

HHC CO CPT Kobes, Eugene H, OF103426 17 Apr 69
CPT Cagle, Daryl R. 05406244

57TH CO MAJ Kearnes, James T. 05513055 4 Feb 69
MAJ Villiams, Robert M, 04009865

119TH CO MAJ Fernald, Jol P, 0F102180 4 M 69
MAJ Cary, Kennoth R. OF113571

179TH CO MAJ Jones, louis R, OF102933 7 Feb 69
MAJ Holroyd, Donald -E, 076235

189TH CO MAJ Lincoln, Richard L, 099681 2 Ap 69
MAJ Morrison, Robert N, 04063784

361ST CO MAJ Furney, Robert M, 088690 29 Mar 69
MAJ Rogers, Robert J. 078611

154th Med Det CO  CI’T Joseoh, ileil H, 05260858 12 Feb 69

(3) Persomnel turnover for the reporting period w~s os follows:

CONFIOENTIAL 2
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| CONFIDENT/AL
AVBACB-CC (5 May 1969)

SUBJECT: Operationcl Report of 52d Combot Avintion Battalion Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R=1) (U)

MONTH 105 GAIN  CHANGE oSS GAIN CHANGE
Fetrtwory = 193 145 48 34 39 45
March 153 - 164 H1 3 55 +24
Aprid 148 186 - 438 25 34 19
Total 494 495 # 90 128 +38

(4) The Battalion Total Strength is 1769, short 136 enlisted nen and
2 officers rnd warrent officers as of 30 Apr 59, Unit strength ore shown
in Inclosure 3, ' -

\5) Public Ifornation Office Activities:
(a) Printed Releases 16
(b) - Pictorial Relsases" 265
(c) Hometown Printed Roleases 265
(4) Hometown Piet.driﬁ.l..Releaaa_s, 45
(e) Tored Interviews 1.

(£) The 524 Combat Aviation Battalion Newsjaver "Dragon Firo! hns:
boen augmented by the daily publication of the "Drogon Flyor". The
"Dragon Fire" is being publishod monthly and includes Battolion Comrzand=
erts Colum, a Chaplaints Corner ond individual unit noteworthy accomplish~-
nents, The "Drpgon Flyer" was initiated in order to disseninate inportant
-necd to know information on a daily basis, 'The intorest impect of the
mon of the Battalion has beon gratifying end futire nlans cre being mede
to publish the "Dragon Fire" more often.

(g) ALl compenies within the Battalion have contributed to. Anerioan~
Vietnamese relationship with assistance in Civic Actions, In the village
of Ploi Ho Lang, supplies end assistanoo have been donnted to rebuild
thoir sohool and other buildings, Presently, a church 1s being oconst~
ructed in Ploi Monu with the assistonce of a Vietncmese Pastor of thoir
faith from the Pleiku District. Tho brnttalion is also in the danning
nrocess of building a Physical Therapy Section for the Area Leprosariumj

(h) MEDCIP's ore coatim being performed clong with speciel
trips for omergency case s, one instance a woman had pains from en
operation sho had received in Pleiku., An Army doctor ‘wes irmediately
notified in order that the woman received trectment.

CONFIDENTIAL 3



CONFIDENTIAL

AVB/CB-CC (5 May 1969)
SUBJECT: Operational Repart of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 20 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(1) The major problem that exists in the Public Information Office
is the supply chamnel through which photographic equipment is requisit-
ioned, The Camp Holloway Arts & Crafts Shop has been the rimary source
of assistance with all photographic coverage.

¢e (C) Intelligence. The S-2 Section continues to »Hublish a dally
intelligence summary of significant activitles in the Pleiku-Kontum arca,
Intelligence information is gathered from II Corps, and 4th Infantry
Division G-2 offices, other supported units, liaison visits to other S-2
offides, and debriefings sutmitted by avietors and air mission commanders,

(1) Enemy activity, There were thirteen attacks by fire against the
52d Combat Aviption Battalion facilities during the reporting veriod. The
enemy employed 122mm rockets in six attacks and 82mm mortars in the other
seven, There were no ground attacks on any of the battalion's facilities
during this quartor. From 23 Feb to 7 Apr 1969, Significant activities
during the period:

032200 Feb: 52d Security Detachment patrol received sniier fire, fire
returned, Negative casualties on elther side,

040135 Feb: 52d Security Detachment OF heard movement of 2 individugls
north of thier position and took them umder fire, Negzative friendly
casualties, eneny casualties unknown,

041400 Feb: 52d Security Detachments patrol found a night position for
20-25 individuals used within the last 24 hours. Also found 1 bloody
bandage and one personal letter of no intellipgence value,

070130 Fob: 524 Security Detachmsnt petrol ambushed 2 ememy with small
erms, One enery was hit with a tracer round, no friendly ocssualties,
Area swept and found blood trail leading north, No further findings.

082130 Feb: SRP from 52d Security Detschrent engaged a re-enforced enemy
squad with amall arms, hand grenades and M-79. Enemy fled north toward
Plei Thung village, Swoep of the area revealed numerous footprints lead-
ing north, No further findings. Results: Negative friendly casualties,
encmy casualties unknown.

152100-160100 Feb: 52d Security Dotachment SRP engaged an unknown size
enemy force with amall arms fire, Enemy withdrew end patrol pursued
until montect again established, Gunships fired on suspected enemy
location, Contact brokeén and enemy fled in unknown direction. Sweep
of area at first lizht found two places where bodies wero dragged off.
Results: Negative friendly casualties, enemy casualties unkmoun,

4
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ONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB=CC (5 May 69)
SUBJECT: Overztionzl Ncport of 52d Comte* vistion ~ttrlion Teriod
Ending 30 Amrdl 1969, RCS CSFQR-65 (R=1) (U)

230115 Feb: 524 Security mortars supported 2d /RVN Rangers who were re=
ceiving small arms fire, Results: negative friendly casualties, ene-
my casualties unknown,

230740 Feb: 57th AC at Kontum Airfield received 11 122mm rockets with
3 larding inside the perimeter, Results: :Friendly - 3 US WIA (re-
turned to duty), 3 UHIC light damage,' 1 UH!C moderate damage, 4 UHIH
heavy damage, 2 UHIH moderate damage, 1 UHIH light damege end 1 AHIG
light damege, .

230805 Feb: Camp Holloway received 11 122mm rockets with 3 landing in-
side the perimeter, Results: Friendly 1 US WIA® (returned to duty),
minor demage to rurway, enemy unknown, Gunships, counter-nmorta? -znd:s’
artillery supported,

230815 Feb: 361st 4iC (E) gunships engaged unknown size enemy force
that hed rocketed Holloway /./F, They were directed by Heedhunter éir-
creft, ‘Fire team leader estimted 20 enemy KR4 unknown number WIA,

At the same time 189th .\C gunshivs in support of II Corps engeged °v
arhown s1zo enery wnit resvlting in 10 enemy XDi (cstirntd)

21,0202 Feb: 57th AC'at Kontum A/F received 11°-122mm rockets, Results:
Friendly-2 US WIA (light), 4 UHIH light demege, 1 UH1H heavy dsmage,
enemy-unknown,

240905 Feb: 57th AC at Kontum ASF received 2 122mn rockets resvlting in
negative friendly camualties or damsge,

241300 Feb: 3618t AC(E) gunships in support of 5th SFGA expended on

a confirmed enemy location resulting in 2 enemy BBA (confirmed), 1 bun-
ker dc)mtroyed and 1 secondary explosion (large firebsll emitting bladc
smoke),

272335 Feb: Camp Holloway received 9 82mm mortsr rounds, Gunships
were scrambled and placed fire on suspected enemy location, Results:
Frioidly-negative, enopy. wiknown,

010530 Feb: 189th AC aircraft observed UFO's (possibly helicopters)
vicinity of Camp Enari, UFO's disappeared when approached by aircreft,
hircraft observed rotating red beacon while following UFO!'s, Aircraft.
was unable to close on UFQ at maximum air speed of epmroximetely

115 knots, The a2ltitude of the UFO was avpproxdmately 500t &nd the
speed estimrted above 160 kmots.,

021030 Mar: 361st gunships while meking a 12 preparation observed 1

secondary explosion sct off by flechette rocket, Suspected booby
trap or land mine,

CONFIDENTIHL 5



CONFIDEINTIAL

LVDACB-CC (5 Moy 69)
SUBJECT: O:erntional Report of 52d Combat iviction Battalion Pariod
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

030945 Mar: .361st gunships while in sup ort of FOB II oxpended
on ~ strlled 3/4 ton vehicle carrying 4 crates which rosulted ih 4
secondary explosions and destroyed the wehicle,

031245 Mar: 361st sunshins expended on a upknown mmber of Hersonnel
moving in a wooded area. 219th RAC visunl recon pilot estimated 10
enemy KB. ond 5 WIA. '

031700 Mor: 57th AC gunships in suz:ort of 5th SFGA en.':'aged unknown
nunber of enemy personnel resulting in 4 VC KBA, :

032143 Mor: 524 Security Detachment patrol made contzot with 4 por son-
nel, Surll arns fire exchrngod, Area swept at daylight revealed
signe that aomething had been dragged awny from oontnct, crea. Reswlts:
Friendly-negative, snemy unlmown, '

050240 Mor: Ceamp Hollowny received 11 82mm mortar rounds. Gunshi::s
fired on suspocted enemy location, Results: Frdondly - 1 meintoiiance
tent lizht damnge, enemy - unknown,

051910 Mar: 57th AC st Kontum A.F received 4 122m rcckets, frtil-
lery fired on suspected enermy location, Results: Friendly - ne;ntive
enery-unknown,

061920 Mars 57th AC at Kontu: A'F received 4 122mm rockets, /rtil-
lory fired on suspected enewy location, Resvlts: Friondly-rOL
pwiping equipment Cestroyed, eneny unknown,

081200 Mar: 1/69 CP on LZ Bass received 5-6 rounds of 122mn rocket
firc resulting in 1 aircroft fron 189th receiving cannge anc 1 US
WL, (slizht),

121215 Mars 361st gunships in support of FOB II engrged and destroyed
1 3/4 ton truck, No seconicry explosion observed,

121350-1405, Mar: 3/12 CP on 12 Sw:!.nger received 16-20 rouncs of 82m
nor or fire., Alreraft from 355th iC and 179th 4iC were londing and
coming into the LZ at tie of action., Nogative da‘'nze to the sircraft,

150300 Mar: Camp Holloway received 13 &2mm mortor ro-uds. Smell arns

fire employed on sus-ected encmy location. Results:s Fricncly - 2 -

UP1H 1ight damege, 1 Tank truck modernte damcge, 3 coanexss,licht
la~e to control tower, enemy unlmown.

)
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AVBARCCC (5 Hay 1969)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation B:ttalion Pepiod
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

152123 Mar: Camp Holloway perimeter bunker on NE side of perimeter

reported movement of 4-=5 personnel to their front. Fersonnel engaged
wvith M-79 fire and received unknown number and type of small ams fire
resulting in 1 US WIi, Fersonnel withdrew. Enemy casualties uninown.

182220 Mar: 524 Security Detachment patrol made contact with 1-3
personnel and engaged them with small arms fire. Contact broken with
negative friendly and unknown enemy casualties. '

201100 Mar: 361st AC (E) in support of 4/2d ARVN while making an
LZ preparation destroyed 1 straw building and caused 1 secondary ex-
plosion,

210240 Mar: Camp Holloway reccived 2, 82mm mortar rounds. 20th
Engineer (ARVN) saw flashes from tube and engaged the enemy. Results
Frien ‘ly-negative casualties, 1CHA7 heavy damage, 1ICH47A moderate
damage, 4 CHL7 light damage, enemy unknown. Suspected enemy unit
responsible for attack-C1/K31 Bn. ‘

211120 Mar: 119th AC UHIH enroute to aid downed OVi took di rect
hit from 37mm AA fire, aircraft lost transmission and hydraulics
forcing it to land with 3 US WIA. UHIH later recovercd,

2211 50 Mar: 361st gunships engaged 35 NVA wearing pfeen uniforms
and carrying packs resulting in 3 NVA KBA (confirmoed) and 10 NVA
KBA (estimatey.\

222335 Mar: 170th AC. perimeter bunker roceived sniper fire., Received
fire again at 230115, Mortars and gunships employed on suspected
enemy location. Resultst Negative fiendly casuelties or damage,
encmy, - unknown. '

232045 Mar: 57th AC at Kontum AAF received 122mm rockes all of which
landed outside the porimeter. Negative friendly casualties or damage

enemy unknown-

2,0004 Mar: 524 Security Detachment patrol made contact with 8.9
personnel, Flareship and punships supported, 0146, contact broke,
negative friendly casualties, enemy casualties unknown., Area swept
with negative findings.

291015 Mar: 119th gunship while in support of 4th Inf Div expendéd
on a confirmed enemy location resulting in an estimated 7 NVA KBA.

300930 Mar: .119th gnship in support of 1/8th Inf expended on suspected

enemy mortar position producing 1. secondary explosion with black smoke
150' high. )

CONFIDENTIAL 1



CONFIODENT 1A C

AV3ACB-CC
SUDJECT: O-erational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion Period
Ending 30 April 1969; RCS CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U)..

041500 Apr: 361st gunships expended on NVA troops sighted by Headhunter
19 with the result of 3 NVA KBA (confimmed).

070002 4pr: Cemp Holloway received 20 82rm nortar rounds. Results:
Friencly-negative casualties, 3 AH1G light damage, 5 UH1H light damags,
6 UH1C (4 light, 1 moderate, 1 heavy) damaged, 5 CH47/ light damage, 1
3/4 ton truck light danage and 1 2hton truck light damage, .Mortars and
gunships fired on suspected enony location with unknown results.

111345 Apr:  57th AC slicks, going in to pick up 16 eneny suspects de-
tained by 23d ARVN Renger Bn, received small arms fire cnd took six hits
resulting in 1 US WIA,

142105 Apr: 189th perimeter bunker received small arms sniper fire re-
sulting in nogotivo friondly casunlties, Illumination and M-79 employ-
ed with unknown results, .

150810 Apr: 361st gunships in support of FOB 1I, sighted 15 enemy trucks
at a truck park in dense woods, - Fire team expended resulting in 10

enerry KBA (confirmed by SPAF). SPAF unable to determine if any trucks
wore dmmaged due to smoke and dust,

211500 Apr: 170th gunships, during extraction of LRP 2H, spotted an
unknown number of individuals moving north, expended and had 1 NVA KBA.
Cider 20 employed airstrike resulting in 9 more NVA KBA.

211745 Lpr: 3618t gunships expended on a known enemy location while in
sup ort of a downed AF aircraft which was receiving small arms fire,
Fire teem suppressed the ground i'ire resulting in 10 NVA KBA and 13 NVA
W1. (estimate).

220910 Apr: 189th and 361 st'gunships oxpended on confirmed eneryy location
ofter receiving a call from Headhunter 17 that he had spotted the enemy
troops in the open, Results unknown,

221030 Apr: 119th in support of 5th SFGA cxpended on a confirmed enemy
location resulting in 8 VC KBA.

20545 Apr: 361st gunships expended on a known enemy location while in
support of a Dust Off aircraft, Fire team expendéd on area when /RVN
troops started receiving fire from 3 sides. Firo suppressed. Results
unknown,

251500 Apr: 361st gunships, in support of FOB II, expended on a known
enemy location when a recon patrol team received fire. Results of
nission wnknown.

8
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CONFIDENTIAC

AVBACB-CC
SUBJECT: Operational Rpport of -52d Combat Aviation Battalion Period

261700 Apr: 361st Gunships, in support of FOB II, expénded on enemy

troops sighted walking along a treil and a bunker area, Results un-
known,

271330 Apr: 361st gunships, in support of FOB, II, expended on a con-
firmed enemy location when a slick leaving an 1Z received fire, Results
unlmown. S

291500 Apr: 361st gunships expended on a confirmed enemy location
when a slick fram the 170th received fire. Results unknown. .

(2) Movement. The NVA units moved back to the Tri-border area to
resupply. This was substantiated by the Red Haze and IR missions
under taken in the Tri-border area along with the absence of contact
with either the 24th NVA Regt or 66th NVA Regt on the area of their
prior operations.

(3) New Units, There were two new units corifirmed in the Kontum/
Pleiku Provinces during the last 3 months, They are the K-25A Engr
Bn and the K-25B which are both in the Plei Trap area. The followlng
four new units are carried as probable in the Kontum/Pleiku :
Provinces: K-4!1 Arty Bn (possible 105mm howitzer unit), K-42 Arty
Bn (possible 105mm howitzer unit), K-35 Arty Bn (possible 122 mm
rocket unit), All of these units were in the Tri-Border area.

(4) Y¥ew Woapons: During the reporting period on 3 Mar 69 Ben
Het SF Camp was attacked by the enemy using tanks. LZ's and FSB
in the II Corps area received 105mm artillery and airstrikes, On
the 13th of Mar, the first report in II Corps of the enemy using
CS mortar rounds was reported from LZ Swinger. On 10 April 69 a
UFO was identified as an M1-6 HOOK (Séviet hellcopter flying without
lights vie ZA 065190, On 20 Apr vicinity ZA 049133 another UFO
was identlfled as an M!-4 HOUND (Soviet) helicopter.

(5) Situation. NVA units have pulled back to the Tri-border
area, The local force units are doing most of the harrassing at
the present time, The chief targets arc RF/PF units, OP's and
poorly defonded villages. The enemy is generally avoiding contact
to reserve his strength and stores.

(6) Capabilities

(a) Kontum Province: The encmy has, perhaps, the greatcst and
most varied set of capabilitics within the II Corps. He can con-
duct standoff attacks or combination standoff/sapper attacks against
US/Allie installations and Kontum City employing mortars of up to 120mm
75mm RR and rockets up to and including 122mm, 85mm, 100mm, 105
Artillery may also be employed against installations up to 4O
kilometers from the Cambodian border,

CONFIDENT/IAL 9



COivFIDENT I H L

AVBACB-CC (5 May 1969)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS POR-65 (R-1) (U)

Ground attacks may be conducted against friendly installations in up to
multi-battalion strength supported by standoff fires and limited armor
in the vicinity of Blei Kleng and Ben Het, and he may interdict friend
ly air activity with fire from small arms, automatic weapons, 12,7mm,
14,5mm, and 37mm anti-aircraft weapons.

b. Pleiku Province: Pleiku Province is also confronted with a
variety of enemy capabilities to include: selective attacks on Pleiku
City, Plei Djereng, Plei Me, Plei Mrong, Duc Co CIDG camps or Edap Enang,
Thanh An and Le Trulng in reinforced battalion strength, supprted by
mortar, rockets, RR and 105mm Artillery fire; attack at Pleiku City,
US/ ARVN bases, CIDG camps, District Headquarters and resettlement areas,
using 82mm mortar recoilless rifles and 105mm artillery fire. Employ
battalion size NVA/VC forces against friendly convoys and installations
along QL 19E and QL14, supported by 75mm RR and 60/82mn mortar fire. The
possibility of a limited armor and artillery capability exists in the
vicinity of Duc Co,.

(7) Miscellaneous.. During the reporting period all crew members
were shown the film on how to detect the 122mm rocket when it has been
fired at night time., The film showed the difference between the 122mm
rocket and artillery fising so they would be able to distin~uish between -
the two. There were 3 information shcets on VC/NVA weapons and tactics
distributed to the battalion during the past quartcr. One of them dealt
with the new enemy rocket amplacement tactics. It told about the way
the VC/NVA emplaced and camouflaged the rockets for an attack. Another
one told about the new type CS grenade used by the enemy. It gave the
general characteristics of the grenade, The last one dealt with the
PT-76 tank which was employed by the NVA against Ben Het. It gave the
characteristics and other information about the tank.

d. - (C) Operations: Combat, support and pacification operations
throughout the II Corps Tactical zone have been surported by the 524
CAB during this reporting period. The FLYING DRAGONS accumulated. over
29,407 hours of flight, including 12,669 hours of combat assaults in
support of ARVN and Free World Military Assistance Forces, Tabulated
data of operational results are shown in inclosure 4.

(1) The US 4th Infantry Division continued to receive more support
than any other single unit., Aviation companies of the battalion support-
ed the following 4th Division Operations for the indicated periods.

PUTNAM PANTHER (4 Diw) 01 Feb 69 '~ (continued)
GREEN THUNDER (2/35 Inf) 01 Feb 69 - 17 Feb 69
GREEN CYCLONE (L Div) 07 Feb 69 - O4 Mar 69
WAYNE GRAY (4 Div) 01 May 69 - 14 Apr 69
GREEN HURRICANE (1/35 Inf) 18 Mar 69 -, 14 Apr 69
GREEN THUNDER II (2/35 Inf) 28 Feb 69 ~ 02 Apr 69
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AVBACB-CC (5 May 69)
SUBJECT: Operational Report .of 52d Comt .t ‘viation Battalion Feriod
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR (R-1) (U)-

WAYNE JAVELIN (1st Bde) 13 Apr 69 - (coutinues)
GREEN ORANGE (2/35 Inf) 14 Apr 69 - 22 Apr 69
WASHINGTON GREEN (4 Div) 15 Apr 69 - (continues)
GREEN PURFLE (2/35 Inf) 14 Apr 69 - 20 Apr 69
GREEN TYFHOON (1/35 Inf) 18 Apr 68 - 1 May 69
PUTNAM TIGER (3/8 Inf) 22 Apr 69 - 25 Apr 69
GREEN LIQN (34 Bde 22 Apr 69 - 25 Apr 69
GREEN QUEEN (3d Bde 23 Apr 69 - (continues)

Primary support of the 1st Brigade was provided by the 119th Aviation
Company (AML) during the entire quarter, Upon igitiation of Operation
Wayne Javelin on 13 Apr 69, 119AC (AML) forward CP was established at

An Khe, RVN to control 6 UH-1H and 2 UH-1C aircraft in support of st
Brigade, Highway 19 coordinator and 41st Artillery Group Operations. 52d
CAB Liaison Officer was established with the Aviation Officsr in the
Brigade TCC, ‘ ' ' ' '

The 2d Brigade received habitual support from. the 57th Aviation =
Company (AML) from 1 February through 6 March 69, and from the 170th.
Aviation Company from 7 March through the end of the quarter. 523 CAB
L}éairyag Officer to the Brigade is established at the Brigade TOC at FSB

Ue

Other division units, staff sections and command groups were supported
by 52d CAB assets . scheduled by the Battalion Movement Control Center
and 4th Aviation Battalion S-3. These included Divieion Artillery (com-
mand and control) Division Chemical (CS drops, defoliation, ARD) G-3 and
Chief of Staff-(Liaison, réconnaissance), G-2 (LRRF) insertions and
extractions, armed and visual reconnaissance, and G-1/GL (replacement
transportation, inspection teams, logistics, resupplyh

FOB IT (CCC) clandestine operations were supported by the 189th
Aviation Company (AML) from 1 February through 6 March 1969 and by the
57th Aviation Company (AML) from 7 Merch through the end of the report-

ing period.

On 15 April, the 189th AC (AML) was tasked to provide aviation
support and a Liaison Officer to the 24th Special Tactical Zone (ARVM)
Since that date, aviation support to 24th STZ has been comparable to that
of one of the U,S. Infantry Brigades, Command and staff liaison visits
with 24th STZ and subordinate headquarters has continued throughout the
quartero

Other units receiving daily or frequent aviation support include

IFFV Artillery; RVN II Corps Headquarters, Fleiku, Kontum, Phu Bon and
Darlac Sector Advisors; 5th US Special Forces Group; 20th Engineers,

CONFIOENTIAL
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'AVBACB=CC (5 May 1969)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat /viation Battalion Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR (R-1) (U),

L5th General Support Group (Pleiku Sub-Area Command) Headquarters, and
USAF units,

(2) Cargo Helicopter support throughout the II Corps Tactical Zone
has been provided by the 179th Aviation Company (Medium Helicopter)
CH-47 Chinooks. Emplnoyed in a general support role under direction of
the unit operations the 179th flew 2799 hours, delivering 16,363
passengers and 13,168,5 tons of cargo during February, March and
April, . Other 17th CAG Chinook units provided 772 hours of additional
support through the 52d CAB Air Movement Control Center, Centralized
gsontrol and effective Area Movement Control Center procedures have
greatly reduced flying hours while increasing efficiency of CH-47
support. Input of CH-4L7C model aircraft has reducxd turn-around time
and offered increased support capability. CH-54 support by the tst
Platoon, .355th AC (Heavy Helicopter) OFCON to the 52d CAB, has been
excellent in every respect., Although misutilization of cargo heli-
copters still occurs (paralleling C-123, C-130, and C<7A Flights, for
example) much improvement has been noted in employment of CH-47 and
CH-54 assests. Supported units now rig two CH-47 sling loads side by
side on their helipad to enable one CH-54 to haul these loads if the
situation requires,

(3) The 361st AC (Escort) has provided two AH-1G Cobras daily to
support FOB II operations, Other daily assests are committed to 17 CAG
directed missions and to reinforce gunships throughout the Battalion,
The speed and armamant capability of the AH-1G provides appropriate
response to units in contact, visual reconnaissance pilots, and defense
of allied installations.

(4) Operational highlights of the quarter include the following:

28 Feb 69 - 52d CAB aircraft repositioned Three US Infantry Battalions
and supported artillery in Western Pleiku and Kont:m Provinces.

27 Apr 69 - 52d CAB aircraft Air Asseulted 2 ARVN Ranger Battalions in-
to blocking positions and emplaced supporting artillery in Darlac
Province,

Other daily activity has been scheduled by the supported unit, with
no aviation planning in effect prior to the operation. Frequent reposi-

tionting of mits within an A0 occurs, however these missions are con-
sidered routine.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 524 Combat Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(5) 52d Pathfinder support continued through the period, One
team was withdrawn from Dak To in March and one team dispatched to
gr; Khi inAApril to provide Pathfinder capabilities in the expanded 4th
vision AO, '

(6) The 52d Security Detachment continues to provitte -obcervation,
1lumination and fire support to the perimeter of Camp Holl way, con-.
ducts patrols and ambush operations in the Holloway AO (Bector Blue of
Pleiku Defensc) and maintains a force at Kontum Airfield to reinforce
the 57th Aviation Company compound defenses,

. (7) The Area Movement Control Center {AMCC) has provided a flight
folléwing, commnications relay, flight consolidation and standby
passenger and cargo service throughout the A0, Increased use of the
consolidated flight and standby services has been accomplished through
constant education and liaison visits with non-tactical headquarters
and combat support units, Closer coordination with USAF and Army Units
allocated Air Force assets has ellm® :ated same requirements for helicopter
flights originally submitted to 52d AMCC,

e. (C) Training. All battalion units and headquarters sections
continue to use on-the-job (OJT) trainine due to tactical gnd admin-
istrative mission requirements, Indiv .al training required by 350
series regulations and directives is scheduled and conducted, however
makeup classes must be conducted after normal missions to ‘insure accept-
able attendance, '

(1) Army Aviation Refresher Training School quotas are an in- -
valuable asset in affected MOS treining ars~s, During this quarter,
31 quotas were rcquested, 3 were cancelled, One officer and .26 EM attend-
ed and completed this training,

(2) On 25 Febriary, generator operators and their supervisors from
all units on Camp Hollowey received rdfresher training in care and maint-
enance of gencrator equipment. The training was broken down to bene-
fit personnel assigned large or sm2ll capacity:generators.

(3) cwo Waugh,'655th TC Det, and WO Cranney, 18%th Aw Co, completed
the 17th CAG Test Filot School on 3 March,

(4) Personnel of the 52d Security Detachment mortar scction have
been sent to the 4th Inf Division for &1mm gunnery and crew drill train-
ing., Results of this formal instruction have been highly satisfactory
and allow increased proficimcy_d\ur.mg OJT and acturd firing.

13
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AVBACB-CC

SUBJECT: Opecrational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(5) Ground school for aviators has been conducted on Instru-
ment Flight Regulations and Procedures; Survival, Iscape and
Evasion; Aviation Safety; MAC-V Rules of Engrzemers USARV Reg 95-
26; Weapons Familiarization and other military subjects,

(6) A Bocing-'Vertol Technical Representative presented a four
hour block of CH-47C systems training'to the 179th Adiation Company
aviators duri ng this reporting period.

(7) Other aviation training is included in Faragraph i, Flight
Standardization,

fo (C) Logistics;

(1) Class I: Garrison messes have encountered problems due to
the use of electrical appliances for refrigeration and preparation of
food, Power sources within the installation are not stable
or regulated resulting in damage to mess equipment and at times,
inferior food quality. Recent contonement mess surveys gonducted
by supporting activities in this area have resulted in a program to
obtain gas operated refrigeration and food preparation equirment.

(2) Class II: Significant improvement has been noted in the
processing of high priority requisitions by the direct support units.
Some difficulties are being experienced in obtaining expeditious
rclease and transporta2tion to depot by the unit of this command,
howeverjmany shortages still exist for initial issue of flight safety
items such'as Namex clothing,

(3) Class III:

(a) There has been a marked improvement in the quantity and
quality of JP/k4 since thc last reporting period. No fuel con-
tamination has been reported and the quantity on hand has been
sufficient to sustain operations at a safe lecvel,

(b) Total JP/A4 dispensed by the battalion during the reporting
period was 4,200,000 ga{lons of which 1,200,000 gallons were dispensed
at Kontum Airfield by the 57th Aviation Company (AML). - In addition to
the JP/L, 73,000 gallons of Avpam were dispensed at Kontum to transient
aircraft and other tenant units, '
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SUBJECT:  Operationel Report of 52d Conbat Aviaticn Bottalion Teriod
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS'CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U).

(4) Engineer Suort: En~ineer suy-ort -:rovided to this installo-
tion h:s been unsatisfrctory. Numerous verticrl construction :rojccts
hevo been delayed or left incomplete duo to low priority or 1lnck of
srrterials. This orgenization was ablo to obtain naterisl ond coi:lete
some unfinished profects by directing nunerous nenhours tow.rd none
nission rojects.

(5) Class V: /Amrunition exnonditures by the battalion during the
veriod January through Lpril 1969 averazec 3,890 2.75" rockets (FFAR)
por month compnred with 2,630 average expencded during the lest fowr
nonths of 1968, Incrcase in c.penditures wes cuve to oxtencive enery
cectivity west of Kontun City curing February end March., i total of
1,152 2.75" rockets, 7,200 401 grenadcs and 14,000 rownds of 7.62m
ninigun armunition were airliftec to the 52uc CiB forwarc arning point
in Dak To by CH-54's operating out of Camp Hollowey.

g. (U) Aircraft M-intenmigce.

(1) During the quanter, the 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion hostecd
the bil-monthly Maintenanée nnd Sup-ly Seminer. Units attendins were
the 604th Trans Co (DS) and 2ll units recoiving direct sup -ort fron
then. The 604th Trans Co (DS) alternates hosting the bi-ronthly meet-
ingzs with suprorted wnits. Each unit perticipating requires tho attenc-
ance of the naintenancc officer, tech supply officer, end key nointen-
ance personel. Many problems arcas cen be resolvod thru these meetinge
ond with continued emphasis will do much to immrove the neintcnance
posture of all units attendin;. Topics of discussion were as follows:

(a) Quality Control

(b) Production Control

(¢) Technical Supply

(d) Aircraft Armanent

(¢) Maintenance liancgement

(f) Adrcraft Scheduling

(2) Task Force 17: During the month of April, an unusurlly *heavy
work load was encountered in ajrecraft mainten-nce. Tactical considera-
tions required eircrzft to exceed prosramsed flying hours end nissions
veried to such an extent that daily aircraft scheduling could not effec-
tively sprcad scheduled naintencnce. At the requost of the battalion

cormander, Task Farce 17 was formed by the CO, 17th CAG usins 2vedlable
croup assets.

15
coOwFIDENTIA L.



CONFIDENT! AL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Conbot Aviction Battelion Period
Ending 30 .pril 1969, RCS €S FOR-65 (R-1) (U).

Work schedules, operantional ruidelines and coordination with individual
companics werc cstablished by the Battalion Meintenance Officer prior -
to cdeployment of the task force, which begen operations on 13 . oril.
Avgmenting unit orgenic capabilitics ot both Camp Holloway and Kontum
Mrfield by 25 Arpil the 23 ncmbers of the task force accorplished

12 periodic inspoctions on UH-1C(A) and UH=1H heliconters of the
battelion, At this time the scheduled naintenance workload wis reduced
to nornal and Task Force 17 was released from bottelion control.

(3) Adrcraft Statistics AH=1G  UH~1C  UH-1H  Che47
(a) Adrcraft Authorized 12 32 92 16

(b) Total Adrcraft .ssigned 12 27 T 17

(c) Average Adreroft Por Co 11.2 6.9 19¢3 13.5
(d) Availnbility Rate 64% 69.5%  T4h6%  T70,5%
(») EIM Rate 22% 23,35 19.6%  21.7%

(4) Adrcraft aveilebility by unit and other tabulated naintenance
data are shown in inclosurc 5 to this rcport,

(h) (U) Accident Provention:

(1) During thc quarter, the 52 Combat ..viation battalion exper-
ienccd 8 accidents while flying 31,958 hours for an over a2ll rato of -
24496%.  The following is a summary of occurances during this period,

(a) 10 Feb 1969, HHC, 52d CAB, UH=-1C SN 64-14124, lgjor Lccident,
Treining flisht, Aircraft hit stinror and landed hard on skids during
practice atorotation. CAUSE; Instructor Pilot wuitecd to lonp to take
corrcctive action after realizing pilot was having trouble conirolling
the aircroft.

(b) 14 Feb 1969, 119th Avieticn Compeny, UH=-1H, SN 66-16533, lajor
Accicent, Adrerafts was doscending vetically into a confined crea to
Cischarge IRRP'S, Tail rotor struck trec or banboo snd failed, CLUSE:
Pilot error: selcated landing zone was iarginal for helicopter oper-
eitions and pilot did not cxecute prorer anti-torque syston foilure
procedures,

16
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AVBACB-CC (5 May 69)
SUBJECT: O crational Report of 52¢ Conlrt aviation Eattalion Period
Ending 30 April 1949, RCS CS ¥OR-65 (R-1) (U),

(c) 24 Feb, 1969, 179th LSHC, CH-474, SN 65~19091, Major
Accident, Cyclic and ;ecal control was lost on a;proach into
a landing one, Tho eircraft went into a loft £t spin end crashed
and burned, CAUSE: Unlmown, Suspoct that the forward pivoting
actuator extencded due to a control input not controllable by pilot.

(¢) 26 Fob 1969, 119th Aviation Compeny. UH-1C, S 66-685,
linJor iccident, En:ine fallod at §00C foot and pilot -  nutorotated
to a ficld, Afrcraft hit hard and severed teil bocm and flattened

ticds, CAUSE: Matorial failure of en-ine and inproper tochnique
uscd by pilot during autorotation,

(e) 16 April 1969, 57th fwvn Co, UH-1H O8N 56-16534, M:j:r
Lccident: Field jacket blew out of corgo door pad become entengled
in teil rotor. Teil rotor md 90° ger box scperated fron circraft,
C.USE: Impropor stowagc of ma*.ricl.and earso in ccrgo conpartrent,

(£) 17 April 1969, 361st iwn Co (Escort), AH-1G SN 67-15565,
Mejor idccident., HMain Rotor of AH-1G struck nnin rotor of UH-1H
the was starting. CLUSE: Pilot attonpted t6-teke f£f without
acoquate clecerance, '

(g) 20 April 1969, 170th ivn Co, UH-1H S 66-15530, Mcjor hLeci-
dent, Tost pilot wss —erformihg saxiinm power check whon ongino
failed, Pilot autorotatod to rice paddy and cirercft susteined nmpjor
dancge due to hard landing, CAUSZ: Engine fallure and inmvroper
tcciinique used dwring antorotation,

(h) 23 iril 1969, 189th iwn Co, UH-1H SN 66-16162, Mgjor Accident,
Engine failcd on 14 milc final to Holloway Amy firfiold, futoro-
tation was nrde to hichway 19 but aircraft landed hard with low rot.or
R, Couse: . Fuel w:s exhzusted and improper tcchnique. usods

(2) Experionce chart; Aviation Company (AML) consisting of 17
Of:icers and 52 YWarrcent OffiC\.rS. One Officer end One Werrent Officor
erc on a sccond tow in Viet lam

(a) MONTHS IN COUNTRY AVERAGE
OF~ICZRS 5.375
W/RVANT OFTIC:RS 7.625

0°'IC RS four nonths or less in country 6

WLRRMWIT OF-IC:ERS four nonths or le$s in 12
country
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LVBICB-CC (5 Mgy 19%9)
SUEJECT: O.ceratlonal Report of 52d Coubet Lviation Battolion
Period Ending 30 April 1949, RCS CS FOR=65 (R=1) (U)

(b) =VIRG: FLYING HOURS Huwaber wader 20C Hours in cowntry
OFFICERS 28442 9
W/RUNT OFFICERS 488.6 6
COMPANY 386.4 i

(3) Dust is still a najor arca of concern. Most zpiroeches
anc tekeofrts arc partial IFR duc to cust. Soil stebilizotion agents
arc possible but egriprort short-ges in tenkers with s rcodors
rciuce their availebiltiy.

(4) Monthly Flight Scfety ncetings have be n held by 211 -aits,
The Bettolion Safcty Officcer, Flipght Surgeon, an .ir Forcc HWeather
fliccr, Unit Commander andé other activily poriicipate 1a ojen
(iscussions with wiit aviators,

i, (€) Flight Stendordizotion,

(i) Tic Bottelion Standordizaticn Offic.r flow 207 hours
qualifying new instructor pilots, ednainistering 90 doy stonderdi-
zation ridcs, Aircraft Cormander check rides cnd ineco ntry
oricntotion rides for ncwly assignec ~viators,

(2) Rot.tion of instructor pilots continucs to " o problaon,
1 pilet has cttended the 1st five Bée Instructor P4lot coursc ine
cowrtry. L1l others heve been trained within the unit.

(3) Thorc cre n~ facilitics vithin rocsonchle flying dis-
tence to wccomplish touchdowm cutorototions, Requests heve been made
to csphalt the lover Testaron but freilities cnd resources crc
not cveilcble ot this tine, This has regrirld flyin: to dontwna
(20 :.inutcs one woy) ond troining therc. Kontwr 4s also unsatisfactory
due to the high nuber of fixed wing eaircraft uvsin- wact focility,

(4) fetucl md simloted instru ent flisht training e in-
crcoscd duc to the oncominz Monsoon Raing. This trainfng is done in
conjurction vith nornel nissions, Very littlc prroctice is Cev too
to ar-proaches becruse the only publisiicd cpprocch to H-liouy
irey JArficld is a lon-dircetional Beccon. The miniar: a:procch
zltitadl is 650 ft LGL cnd 1 nile visibility, With the low flisht
cx.cricneo in this batteli n, the individucl oviators prefer to
70 lovw livel rathor then onter instrwimnt flizht conditions.
cert of this could bu allevicted by the instellotion cn o Gro nd
Controlled A rench (GCL) radar sct ot Hollowey,
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SUBJECT: O;eraticnal Rc ort of J2¢ Cord t Avi-ticn Botinlion
Poriod Encing 30 4 rdl 195G, RCS CS FOR-S5 (I-1) (U)

(5) T'o battalion does not have an assigned Rotery Wing Instrumont
Examiner, Thorefore most aviators who are instrmment qualified have
allowed instrument tickets to oxpire.

Jo (C) QOrzeaizgtion.

(1) A1) jhases of the battalion reorganization under provisions of
USAR:'AC General Order 771, which was begun om 21 January 1969, were
conpletod during this reporting eriod,

(2) The continuing requirement for administrative support to Camp
Hollowry non-tactical activities has not abated., No additional personnel
have been guthorized, assigned, or aveilable to the Post Headquarters
section, Plans to create a Provisional firfield O:orating Detachment
have becn completed nnd stcffed during this queorter, The provisional
unit will roceive both -ersomnel and equipment necessary to provide
Adr Treffic Control, Base Defense, Crash Rescue, Firefighting, Adr-
field Refueling, Post Exchange, Scecial Services, Fost Developement,
Repair ond Utility services and related functions to Camp Hollowey end
tenont unite, Lssets provided from the 3/4th ASD and other battelion
wnits will be e'ngloyed under the cormend of the 344th ASD Cammander.

ke (U) Other.

(a) A new Protestent Worship Service was begun during the quarter
by the Bettalion Chaplain at the 57th AC Compound in Kontum., Services
are being held in the Enlisted Men's Club each Sunday morning. Both
Catholic and Protestant services continue to be gratifying. Unit sponsor-
ship of worship services has the 524 Battqlion leading 17th Combet
Awiation Group in attendance,

(b) Through Civic Actione Program, the 52d CAB Consolidated Chailain's
Fund designeted special .offerings to the local Catholic Parish, Catholic
owphanage, cnd the Christian and Missionary Allionce Leprosarium for o
total of “»686 15. The fund doncted an additional 515,70 to the inericen

BHble Scciety during the quarter,
(2) Surgeon

(a) Emohasis on treining exercises ond discussion mectings have
coptinmnod.. énce more, svecial emphasis was rlaced on mass casualty core
and” treatnent to insurc peck medical efficiency.

(b) In order that both the mission rnd organizetion might nore
officiently be served nany improvements on the Fhysical Plant have been
inplenented.
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SUDJECT: Oreration-~l Peport of 52d Combat ivietion Battalion
Pertod Ending 30 A>ril 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R~1) (U)

Office erons have becn redesignated, painted, illumincted, and made

more functional, /n outside aren becutification yrogram has progressed
by slonting grgss ond nine bonsna trocs, Crushed rock end # concrete
patio hovo becn placed over the bare arces. These irprovements have a2ld-
ed the dis)enscry to better serve the needs of aviation persomnel and
Canp Hollowoy tenants.

(3) Signel.

(e) The Bettalion Signal Office has cssumed operations .of the Message
Conter fron the S-1 Soction, as of 15 Auril 1969, Mossage Center operate
ions included the handling of distribution flow within the battelion amd
batwoen adjacent units, as well 2s.the processing of incoming and out-
going nesscge traffic, This change has improved the officlency of nmessage
traffic and incroased the spced of routing end delivery of distribution.

(¢) Duoc to the shortege of oersonnel snd test equiment, tho avionics
sections of the 170th, 119th, and 189th Aviation Con anies have becn work-
ing together in order to consolidate jersonnel :nd equipment to nect en
increcsod worklord. The increase in workload was due to the need for minor
edjustments of ZYR/ZYS modifications loft out of circraft by retrofit
teams, Thesoc adjustments have been comploted, exce,t for the addition
of one 150 om/1 well resistor to each system.

(1) Critdecd MOS Shortases.

(2)  OBSERVATION: TO&E veccncdios are not being fllled with school
trained persnnel,

(b) EVALUATION: Suporvisory offectivencss is reduced by extensive
QJT Progrems which must be conducted to maintein combet effectivenocss and
mission sccomplishment.

(c) RECQMMENDATION: Flace higher priority on CONUS treined replac-
ement porsonnel, Continue QJT progrom until CONUS ro.lecements arrive in
sufficient numbers to fill critical MOSts,

+(d). CQMAD ACTION: Personnel records have been #crcued to select
intelligent individugls in related fields forr OJT in cri tical MOS's,

(2) Militsry Justice.
: 20
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AVBACB-CC (5 Moy 1969)
SUBJECT: Operationel Neport of 528 Combat Aviation Battelion Perind
Endiny 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R=1) (U).

(a) O0JSERV.TION: There is no sirple means of disuosing of more
serious criminal probleuns by confineient in US:ARV.

(b) EV.LUATION: The usurpation of the power of the Special Court
Conveninrs .»’.uthorIE to confine on first offenscs has cruscd frequent re-
curring crininal problems, specifically with marijuana uscrs. The well
known "First offense: no eonfinement" policy we8kens thc cdetercnt eficct-
iveness of military justice.

offegg%o%’ R:strict:lons placed on confincrent of first
€ased, and such confineménts be approved based h
mendations of the convening auvthority, o Rect on the reeem-

(3) Junior Officer Carcer Developeront.

(2) OBSERV'TION: Junior officers who arc given additional formel
schooling irmediately following flight training are not adequately pre-
parcd for cither troon or staff duty.

(») EV.LU.TION: Recent graduates of the USC Safety Coursc and AMOC
at Ft Eustis who do not have aviaticn exporience other than initial
flight training crcote difficulty in assignnents to cither steff or
cocmand positions. When utilized os a steff officer in his speciality,
the relative youth and lack of practical oxperiece, military kmowledge,
organiantional ability und supervisory capebility pleccs the junior
officer in an owkward position, requiring excessive supervision. The
scxe lack of experience-is cvident when he is assigned to troop duty.
The four to six nonths seniority he has acquired surpasscs that of ex-
verieuced secction and platoon leaders in the unit, thercforc he ageoin
presents unnecessaery problems to his cormonder. The lock of practical
expericnce ecuel to his contemporaries® acumen offsets the technical ad-
vantaszes gained by formel schooling in both situations.

(¢) .ECOMMENDATION:. Assign newly rcoted aviators directly to the
field to fill cockpit postions, gain ex-crience and ecquire adequate
nilitoery lmowledge prior to additional formol <training. Sclect only
exvericnced individuals with carccr potentizl to attend aviation-related
specialist training courses. :

L. (C) Operations
(1) Cuality of Door Gunner iznlicents.

(a) OBSERVATICH: Individucls fron non-aviotion units who have
extended RV tours to scrve cs hélicopter door mumers crc not qualificd
for the job and often vossess a record of mise~-nduct and minimum standards
as o soldier.
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SUBJEGT: Operationzl Roport of 524 Combat Avietion Dattellion Period
Ending 30 .pril 1959, RCS CS FOR-65 (2-1) (UJ.

(L) EVLLATION: Assignment of thesc individurls to an aviation
conpany for specific duty as dcor gunners presents an undo hardshi~ upon
the Aviation Unit to train the individu-l. Individuals have been assirm-
ed for duty as door gumners with their prinary MOS's as a clerk or notor
naintencnece nechanic, vhon the unit has been short soversl clerks and
motor nechcnics. To bo a airer:ft gunner, this individuecl showld heve
the basic wapons knowledge prior to being dssigned te on ivietion Unit.
Many of these individusls are sources of trouble wit!» a higher projortion
of oxtendees given wnit punishment or reforred to trinl by Court liartiel.

(c) ECOMMENDITION: 1st Aviation Brigade screen tho rocor.s of
individurls desiring to extend for aviction essignments, oliminating loss
cesirable snd unqualified, at & central locetion in-country with 1st

Avintion Bricade essets.
(2) "Hot" Fire Support Base Landing Tochniques.

(a) ODSERVATION: Landing dat Firo Support Besos which are uncer fire
requires spocial techniques.

(b) EVALU.TION: When landing at a Fire Supyort Base or LOC arec
which is known to be under fire, specinl tecianiqucs nust be aprlied to
reduce exposuro tine., As most of the Fire Bases in our aroz of operation
arc on hizh ground, 2 low level an-roach clinibing up into the Fire Dase
is often effectivo. An eircrrft, exccuting £olse approrches with a go-
eround, then quickly circling into the Firc Basc ofton confuscs the enory:
indiroct fire toam. What over the method used, tine on or near the
rround must be nininal.

(e) RECOMENDAIICN: The various rothods uscd by <viation units to
ovoid cneny fire should be consolidated and nade aveilewwle to cll wnits.

(3) Foreien Object Demago.

(a) OBSZRVATION. This unit is still oxporiencing a grost decl of
foireizn objcet danage to aircraft rotor blades.

(b) EVLWUATION. The najor ceuse of rotery wing danage is debris in
I0C's and Firo Support Beses. The CH-47 unit experienced seven blade
stirikes durin> tiis reporting period, striling such itcms as tor-aulines,
poiachos, sand bags, plastic bags, picccs of exrdboard and wood.

(c) RECOWEND:TION. Deny CH-47 end C'-54 support to wnits with poor
police on Losistics Operations Centers, Fire Bascs or other landing/pick-
wp zone.

(4) Logistics Oporations Center (LOC) Operation:

(2) QBSERVATION: Many of the LOC areas do not have -ro:or ATC and
arve inproperly organized.
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AVBAC3-CC (5 May 1969)
SUBJECT:  Cperationnl Report of 52d-Combat fviation Sattalion Teriod
inding 30 Aril 1659, RCS ¢S MCR-65 (-1) (U).

(b) EVALUATION: Mory Lou end Buon Slech IOC!'s are two ex mples of
hazardous LOC arcas. rven thousth hoth of these crece have TC, it is not
cdequate. Traffic patterns erc net adherrcd to by meny circraft. Either
they do not :.onitor tower frecousncics or disrcrord th: instructions. At
Buon Blech, C-130 aircroft lond without tower contoet bzcause they hove
no M. 2t both LOC's Jifferent type cireraft work in closc proximity to
exch other, Ui-1 loads ancd Cli-47 loads arc often on the s-xic wed. ~
Different clencnts arc often workin: ot the seme tine on the sane m™de.
These conditions ar¢ hazardous and often felay mission aecomplishment,

(¢) UZCOMMLIDITION. Major LOC arcas should hove o tower with UIF
capabilities, Air Force tailpine tcans should be useé for joint scrvice
operations end definite traffic potterns should e established and
published. Each ICC shoul@ heve as LCC offieer, who conirols ICC onera-
tions, cssirain: particulor orcas to wnits and insures that Ull-1 loads
ore at o sofe distence from CH-47 end CH-54 loads.

(5) Unservicable Air-cdelivery Equipment.

(a) OBSFRVATION- Sling, dou ;hnuts and ecorgo nets used by (Vi forces
arc often in roor renzir, resulting in cdropred londs or spilled cargo
enroute.

(b) EVALULTION:; Adr-cdclivepy equizment slings, dou hnuts, and cargo
ncts belon~-in~ to [V’ wnits ere genvrolly in powr condition. These
units have informed us that they have extremc difficulty in obtaining
these items.

(¢) RICOMMINDATION: Sling equipnent should be macde availatle to
these units throurh logistics supiort channels.

(5) Effective iviation E:isloyments.

(2) OBSZRVATION: ‘viation asecets for rapid reaction supsort arc
requested by scveral different headquorters for the svic :ission, with
1ittle or no adequote aviation suyy ort -yion.

(b) EVALUATION: Durin: rccent onerations in the ccntral highlends,
immedinte response cviation cssets have been requested by US Divisional
Undts, Speciel Forces Units o~nd ARVI cdvisors to support the sance troon
1ift. Vhile 211 troo;s arc working towerd the sane objcetives, aviation
osscts rre piccenerled out to individusl units instcad of to the joint.
ouneration. There is very little pre-plannin-: for nazdimu: effectiva
aviction criployment. Carzo leliconter ermgployment is perticulerly nerpi-
nel without joint plannin: and an air novenent plan coordincting 6131
Ch=47 cnd UE-5/ sup ort. Avictor bricfinsgs sre inccequote, ond oftea do
not ollow tine for cven nap rceonnaiscnce by flight or scetion leaders.
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CONHINENTTIAL

AVBACE-CC (5 May 1969)
SUDJECT:  Crcrationcl Revort of 52¢ Combat iviction Battclion Period
Encing 30 A1l 1969, RCS €5 FOR-55 (»-1) (U).

Radio Frequencios cre unnecessarily congosted by cetailcd last-minute
instructions in liov of promer bricfinz., Oa-Sitce liaison by aviction
wit cormrnders and staff menbers »rovides planring guidance to round
commanders end facilitoi.s conirnlized control of srpiortin: aviction
eloncnts. nsteblishmint of ovorell commond or tosk foreo Hozdquaerters
with an-Angy Jvietion Clement providod by tho aviation battclion cllows
rropor intosretion of eviation supiort into tic overall ovcration.

(c¢) ACCO:iENDATION: Designato a sin-le hoadguarters to request end
control aviation sup-ort for joint o.orotions. Request and. cploy
eviction licison oflicors ot tiils heacdquarters to ostallish centralized
control and assist in planning for svpporting avietion wits. Combat
Avietion 3et:inlions orgonize and en:loy. a quelificd liaison tean to
Brigado sizo headquarters to .rovide avistion plannin; assistenco for
quick reccticii missions.

(d) COMMAND "ACTION: Daily aviction susport to tho 24th Spocicl
Tacticsl Zono in Xontun lrovinec has been effectively reqiested,
schaculed, aad onployeé sinec the 52d C.B ostablished = full tinmc on-,
sitc lirison officor at the Zonc forwurd CP. Thc ILII0 has voth i and I'F
radio conrmmmicetions cvaileble for eircraft roquests, mission date,
situaticn roports and other traffic for the bettalion hcadquarters,
supporting aireraft, wnit cdvisors anc the 2atiafincor Dotachment Harti-
cinating in this operetion.

c. (U) Training.

(1) Inzcoquate Troinin- Tine:

(2) OBSERVATION: This unit has experionced difficvlty ih conduct~
ins trainian: becouse of rniission requirencats and understrongth personnel
status,

(v) E.7IU.TIO.: Mission requircmonts ofton are such that it is
irnpossible tu zot sufficicnt Hersonnel to ctiend troinin- to ke 1t
wor thwhile, iiission requirenents and reducod stron-th make it nccessary
for persomncl to work latc at nisht. Individual spero time is ot o
rrojium throwhout the unit cakin: it difficult to schiccule training for
all persovnnel,

(¢) ALECOMMEND.TION: If the presesnt trainin requirononts continucs,
con sicorction should bo ;ivon to a redqction in nission roquircronts et
sclceted intervils, cormiensurato with tcetical roquirenments, to nreporly
con dct troinin-,

(2) Encrroncy Procedurc Training For Houly Rated Avigtors.
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CONFIDENTIA L
AVRACR-CC (5 May 1969)

SUBJECT-  Operation-1 Report of 524 Combot ‘veition Tattelion Period
Ending 3C /pril 1959, €S €S FOR-65 (i=1) (U).

(o) OBSERIATION: Newly rated aviators reportinz in-country arp
not acdequctely troined in cortain omcrgency proccedurcs of the Ull-1
serics helicor ters.

(b) EVLLU.TION- £11 newly rated aviators cre requiring intensive
training by Battalion instructor pilots in hydralic failures, teil
rotor failures and in touchdown autorotations to unpreparcd surfaccs,

(¢) RECGMMEND/ATIONS: Place more emphasis on these proccdures
during student mght training at the U,S, Army Aviation Sckcol,

(4) Instructer Pilot Training,

(a) OBSERVATION: Instructor ;ilot training conducted within this
Battalion uscs resowrces which are needed for nissions,

(b) EVALUATION: This Battalion is required, due to the turn over of
personnel, to train new Instructor Pilots and Stundardizetion pilots on
a continous basis, This reduces the mission ready flect of aircraft end
places en adcitional burden on all elenents of the Bettnlion, also the
instructor candidate is deprived of much formal classrocom instruction,

(c) RECQMEND.TION: Ex-and the 1st Avn Bde Instructor Pilot course
to rovide a continams flow of imstructor pilots to all wuits,

(a) (U) ZIntelligence, None
le) (C} Iogistics and Aircraft Maintepanve,
(1) Class II Igsue

(a) OBSERVATION: Difficulty is being expeorienced in obtaining ex-
peditious rele~3e and transportation of high nriority items from depot
sources.,

(b) EVALUATION: Nomex flight safety itens which are reportedly on
hand in dojot sources are due out to “his organization on high priority
roquisitions 06 through 02, Numerous requisitions have becn hand carried
to Qui Nhon Depot, Few of these itoms have becn filled (Reference 1st
Avn Bdo Suply and Maintenanoce Newsletter, Awil #4.) Initial issues
cannot be made to some of the crewmembers due to these shortages,

(c) RECMMENDATIONS: That the status of on hand assets for these
items be evaluated within each dejot and oxisting due outs be filled to
enable this orgrnizgtion to comply with flight safety directives by
leterel tronsfers betweon depots,
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CONFIDENTIA ¢
AVBACB-CC (5 May 1969)

SUBJECT: O orational Roport of 52d Combot Aviation Bettelion Period
Endinz 30 Joril 1969, RCS CS -85 (i1} (U).

(a) CQ-MAND ACTION: 52d CAB obteined authority to hmnd carry ro-
quisitions to dopot; coordinated stetus through arca coordinators with-
out satisfactory results,

(2) Enginecr Supoort:
(a) OBSERVATION: Engineer Support rrovided by the Su port Engincer
Group has not becn satisfectory,

(b) EVALUATION: Numarous veptical construction projects have becn
delayed or left incomploto cuo to low priorities or lack of netericels,
Various exaom;les cre tabulated below:

EROJECT USING UNID REASQH NOT COMCIETED
OR ST/RTED
srmdng Point Improvement 52nd CAD Lack of Soil & Stab-
lization Mcterial
Motor Pool 119th AC Building Material
Billets 119th AC Electrical Fixtures
A/C Mrint Honger 119th AC Elactrical Fixtures
Motox Pool 170th AC Duilcding Mcteriel
Billets 170th AC Eloctrical Fixturos
A/C Maint Hongor 170th AC Eloctricel Fixturcs
BOQ's 52nd CAB Eloctrical Fixturos &

Duilding atorials
A/C Maint Haonger 179th LFEL Low Priority

In some casos this organizction wes cblo to obtein ond completo un~
finishod projocts. This utilized manhouwrs that could have becn used
to hel; cccomplish the aviation nission.

(c¢) RECQMMENDATION: Hirhcr construction -riorities should be ostebli-
shed for this orgonization and greator em;hosis be placed on construction
patorizl orocurcment, '

(¢) CQEiAND /CTION: Attempts to obtain higher priorities through
hicher herdouertors cnd by cirect coordination with the Engincer Suprort
units have met with negative results,
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AVBACB-CC (5 Mey 2949)
SUBJECT: Orcr:tioncl Report of 52d Combrt Aviction Batizlion
Period Ending 30 Lpril 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(3) Qutdated and Unmodified Survivil Eouipmont,

(a) OBSERVATION: Current Survival radios and strobelights have
not been modified and are outdated.

(b) EVALUATION: Tho current swvivnl radio (URC-10 ond RT-10) are
obsolete., The strobe light has not been modifiod to climinate the muzzle
flash effect it gives at night,

(c) RECQMENDATION: Devartment of the Army procure cnd issuo cnough
AN/URC-6/ swrvivel redios to properly oquipteach circrew of cach tastical
-unit in Vietnom. Also, procure the flash shield cnd filter currcntly be-
ing used on the strobe light by the U.S. idr Force,

(4) Survivel Radios.
" (a) OBSERVATION: Survivol redio mnintenance in-country is inedequate.

(b) EVALUATION: Individual survivel radios are vital in RW. Although
they are froquently inoperative, there is no local repadr facility ovell-
able, Direct cxchange copability je very limitod and replacenent redios
cannot be su:plied on a tinely basis,

(¢) RECQMMENDATION: Train sufficient avionics tochicians (M0S 35L20)
to repcir the AN/URC-10, RT-10 and URC-64 cmergency frequency ro¢ios on
hend,  Zuthorize repair of these radios at second cchelon maintenence
level, Provide necessary publications, tools and equiyment to cviction
units serviece platoon to cecomplish these repairs.

(5) Inadequato Maintenence Facility.

(a) OBSERVATION: Inadequate Enzinecr support hes becn provided
4n conpletion of the 179th- Aviagtion Company maintenance hanger,

(b) EVALUATION: Construction schedules and :rojocted completion
priortics rre continuwously chenged, As a rosult, footings for the henger
have been completed for anoroximotely ton nmonths with no further const-
ruction offorts, Heavy rains associatod with the Southwest Monsoon with-
out covercd neintencnee facilities will scverely deter efforts of this . .
wmit, Mission requirements for the II Coryps arce necessitate wnintorru t-
ed CH-47 su rort,

(¢) RECMIENDATION: Provide the supperting Enginecer unit with jor-

sonnel and ocquijpmont necessoxry for adequete support, Estcoblish to pro-
vide irmediate completion of this focility prior to lMonsoon season,
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AVBACD-CC (5 Mey 1669) COWF1DEL 77AL

SUBJECT: O eration:1 Revort of 52d Combet Avicticn Dmttalion
Period ncing 3¢ Airil 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (2-1) (U)

(6) Expcrimentsl Fouiment Swiort.

(2) , OBSERVATION: Experinontal cquijment is assizned to the fiold
for test without providing ready access to technicel rejresentatives
and repair jarts,

(b) EVALUATION: Clack Model 1733384, forklift 4000 1lbs, ,nuo-
madic tire, rough tcrrain is an oxperimental model being field tested.
It has becn assignod to this unit without this unit having accoss to a
technical rewrosentative to instruct unit maintcnancc personnel in the
proper mncintcnance procedures for the equi;mnent, Ports nenuals ere not
available cnéd s-ocial requistioning procedurcs must be followed to obtein
recair parts, '

(c) RECQMMEND:TION: Provide technical representotives or detailed
nanuals to instruct maintenance ersonnel on carc and maintenance of
cxperirental items, Issue -orts lists eand specific, deteiled jrocecdures to
obtain spoedy replceanent and spare parts.

(7) Eli~ht Equi-ment Shortages.
(a) OBSERVALTION: ‘Frotoctive flizht ecuiyment remains critically short.

(b) LVALU.TION: Ballistic holmots, nomex ;loves and flight suits,
leathor boots, ~nd smell erms body armor protective ;lates are virtuelly
inpossible to obtain throush normel su;ly chennels., 0-2 ;riority ro-
quisitions for those items to owr local DSU receive negative results,
Hend carried 0-2 priority rcquisitions have produced somo satisfection
at Quin Nhon, receiving APH=-5 (Non-ballastic) helmets snd morox gloves;
however, none of the other much necded items could be .obtained.

(c¢) RECOMMEND,TION: A more effective method for distribution of
protective flisht equijyment is nocessary. Units neer do;ot areas scon
to have nuch less trouble obtaining these items. These items should
be distributod through Aviation Com:and Channels with pro or cmphasis
to rovent selected units end individunls from hoarding che equiment,

(8) Low Engine power:

(a) OBSERVATION? The aircraft assirmed .to this:tompanyexperienced ex-
tremely low engine power during t..¢ wonths of February and March.

(b) EVALUATION: The problem is believed to have been crused by
a new grade of oil MIL23699, which replaced the oil prcviously used,
MIL7803., Upon investigntion and engine overhaul, it wns revealed-
that the compressor blades were conted with a clay-like substance,
and thd fuel manifold nozzles were partially clogged, aprarently
with a mixture of new oil and Airt. Attempting to clean the engines

CONFIDENT 1AL
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COoNF/ILFYT/IAC
AVBACBCC (5 iay 69)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 524 Combat Aviation Battalion
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

with walnut shells and abrasives failed, The only successful
method found was PD680 solvent sprayed into the compressor
section of the engine and ellowed to remain in the engine for

a twelve hour period. Apparently, when the type dust found in the
Central Highlands of Vietnam is taken into our nresent engires
serviced with MIL23699 0il, the compressor blades become

coated with a clay-like resgdue which in turn .causes a resultant
loss of power.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: When continued use of MIL23699 oil is
anticipated, that an aircraft modification be devised to prevent the
larger dust particles from entering the engine and the reoccurance
of the problem as stated,

(9) CH-47C Technical Manuals:

(a) ODBSERVATION: CH-L7C Helicopters are being received by this
battalion without the necessary refcrence manuals being available.

(r) EVALUATION: The requisition of replacement parts and FLL
stockage for CH-47C cannot be accamplished in an expedious manner
due to the non-availability of TM 55-1520-227-35T, The first
CH-L7C replacement aircraft was received in this battalion in March
1969 and as-af 30 April 1969 the unit had received a total of (10)
ten, The unit has not been able to receive the appropriate =35P's
thru either distribution or indivicvsl contezcts in the theater.

(¢) RECOMMEND.TION: Department of the Army insure that timely
distributdon of critically needed reference be naue prior to the
issuance of new aircraft.,

(10) UH~1 Transmission Input Quill Leakage.

(a) OBSERV.TION: Excessive leakage of the tramsmission input
quill has been noted 'n numerous cases after converting the UH=-1
series aireraft to MIL-L-23699 oil,

(b) EVALUATION: After converting fleet airer=ft to 23699, oil
lerkage around the transmission in'ut quill has cre=ted much additeonal
down time. During this reporting period this command has fownd it
necessary to replace approximately 41% garloc s: 1s on the input
quill, Fa2ilure to proporly cle=n the engine aften each case has
also cnrused low power problems., The ingestion of the oil into the
engine creates a build up of oil and dirt on the comrressor
section of the engine which results in a disrurted airflow with a
resultant loss of power, In some c2ses it was necessary to dissassemhle
the entire engine to properly clean it,
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SUBJECT: Opentional ‘Report of 52d Combat Aviation Rattalion for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CS FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That when ¢onverting to MIL-L-23699 oil
in the UH-1 series aircraft,the trensmission oll pressure be re-
duced to the mimimum safe operating pressire, ani A/C which has
had input quill leaksge have the engine ‘checked immediately,

(11) Issue of CH-47C

(a) OBSERVATION: This unit texeived nine CH-47C aircraft and
did not ‘receive any -parts to maintain them.

(v) EVALUATION: The CH-47C aircraft which were issued to this
unit did not have any parts kits to maintain them while waiting
for aircraft tech surply to catch up. Controlled cannibalization
was necessary to keep many of the aircr~ft from going EDP,

(c) RICOMMENDATION: The CH-47C aircraft should be issued wit
adequate parts M DLy to overco:e minor difficulties until.esircra

toch supply can obtcin the neeced parts.
(12) ZMR/ZYS Retrofit Progrom.

(o) QDSEAVAIION: Replacement aircraft acve becn assigned to
the bettalipn without ZYR/ZYS ncdification® far -more. secure volee
operations, -

(b) EVALUATION: Those newly sssignoed airereft arc required to
be teken to Qui Nhon.for mcdifications. Thore is a Celey in the re-
trofit program whon aircroft are meoded to reicin and support battelion
oncrations.

(c) AECRGENDATION: Aircreft be modified by a retrofit srogrom
before issue to units in-country.

(13) COMSEC lozjeticat Support}

(c) - OBSERV.TICN: Excessive time is spont for turn-in and roceipt
of CMS C equipment.,

(b) EVALCATION: COMSEC Secure voice oquipment is requireC to
bo hend carriecd under guard when transhorted to the COMSEC lo-isti-
cel Support Unit in (ui Nhon, Due to the:distance travcled and the
necd for imecdiate servico, excessive tite is spent to transpcrt defec-
tive oquipnent for repair. '

(c) RECOMMEND.TION: COMSEC lo:isticel support bo provided by
an-ther unit such ~s the 4th Inf Div cmssg Logietical Support section.
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AVBACB-CC (5 May 69)
SUBJECT: Operational Repcrt of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion .
for Period Ending 30 Aprll 1969 RCS €S FOR-65" (R=1) (D)
fo (U) Crganization. None

g. (C) Other: Base Developement Construction Time:

a. OBSERVATION: Construction directives were issued for con-
struction of Kontum compound in May 1968. The compound construction
directive included projects for construction of rerimeter lighting and
installation of a 300 KW power plant in addition to several other
projects.

b. EVALUATION: An Aviation unit is dependent uron rower in or-
der to provide light to perform night maintenance and run the equip-
nment utilized to repair aireraft. TOB generators can provide the
required power but not over an extended period of time., Mmpower is
wasted also in meintaining and repairing the TOE generztors. The
inadequate power presently available has caused many electric motors
to burn out due to low voltage and unbalanced rhasing, Security
lighting is necessary to secure the valuable aircraft assets on this
compound. Inquiries as to why the excessive time period construction
of the power plant and Security Lighting has been explained as a
lack of materials,

c. HRECOMMENDATION: Procedures should be established to make

the materials awvailable for approved projects to provide the power
for the security lighting for maintenace of aircraft assets.

DY .

5 Incl “RICHARD L. STOESSMER

2z LTC ¢
Incls 2 and 3 wd Hq, DA Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:

2 - CINCUSARFAC, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558
3 - CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375
2 - CG, 1st hve Bde, ATTN: AVBA-MH, APO 9638l
7 - CO, 17th CAG, ATTN: AVBACB-SC, APO 76210
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-SC (5 May 69) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96240 24 May 1969

TO: Department of the Army, (ACSFOR, DA) Washington, D.C. 20310
Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350
Commanding Officer, 52d Combat Aviation Battalion, APO 96318

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the attached report, con-
siders it to be adequate, and concurs with the contents as stated,
except as indicated below.

2. (C) The following comments and recommendations are submitted:
a. Secton ], Operations: Significant Activities.

(1) Paragraph If (2), Class II, Page 14: Shortages of Nomex
clothing exist only in particular sizes, such as small-short. The
17th CAG is approximately 85% filled. Requisitions have been sub-
mitted for shortages.

(2) Paragraph If (4), Engineer Support, Page 15: Numerous re-
quests have been given to the engineers and higher headquarters re-
questing that a higher priority be placed on construction requests
for aviation elements. These requests have had negative results.
Self-help programs provided tte only completed projects.

(3) Paragraph li (3), Flight Standardization, Page 18: Requests
to construct an autorotation area have been sent to PA&E and the
supporting engineers but the project priority was very low and no
recults were obtained.

(4) Paragraph li (5), Flight Standardization, Page 19: Only
four helicopter instrument examiners are assigned within 17th CAG,
one of whom is assigned to the 17th CAG Standardization Section.
This examiner is available for instrument renewal rides; however,
no realistic training program can be maintained for instrument re-
newals.

(5) Paragraph lk (3) (a), Signal, Page 20: The consolidation
of message center and commcenter tends to downgrade the respon-
siveness of the handling of electrically transmitted messages.
Secondly, classified messages and unclassified material are handled
within the same area in a volume which endangers the security of
classified messages. Distribution, less messages, should be
handled by administrative personnel.

(6) Paragraph lk (3) (c), Signal, Page 20: Subparagraphb
erroneously omitted. Consolidation of avionics sections is provid-

ing satisfactory avionics support to all units. DOWNGRADED AT 3'::1‘.2""::::'“57
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AVBACB-SC (5 May 1969) 1st Ind 24 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

b. Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations,
Evaluation and Recommendations.

(1) Paragraph 2a (1), Critical MOS shortages, Page 20: Concur.

(2) Paragraph 2a (2), Military Justice, Page 20: Concur with
recommendation. Each disciplinary problem must be considered in-
dividually and confinement resorted to, particularily on first
offenders, in exceptional cases. Provisions are available to command-
ers to confine first offenders (USARV Reg 27-1) when the situation
dictates.

(3) Paragraph 2a (3), Junior Officer Career Development, Page 21:
Concur.

(4) Paragraph 2b (1), Quality of Door Gunner applicants, Page 21:
Concur. This has been a recurring problem. Assignment of substand-
ard individuals blemighes the aviation image. This headquarters
concurs with recommendation of "screening action' at brigade level.

In addition, some individuals are arriving at units of the 17th CAG
without medical certificates for gunner duty. The recommended
"screening action'' should include a check for such a certificate
prior to acceptance for gunner duty.

(5) Paragraph 2b (2), '"Hot'" Fire Support Base Landing Tech-
niques, Page 22: Concur. Recommend consolidation be effected by
the 1st Aviation Brigade and included as a supplement to Operational
Procedures Guide.

(6) Paragraph 2b (3), Foreign Object Damage, Page 22: Concur
that helicopters should not land in areas which are poorly policed.
Aviation commanders within this command have been directed to period-
ically survey landing areas and effect necessary coordination with
the appropriate ground commander.

(7) Paragraph 2b (4), Logistics Operations Center (LOC) Opera-
tion, Page 22: Concur. Deployment of forward command post teams
has solved part of this problemm. However, these teams do not have
UHF capability nor does the Air Force transports normally have FM.
MACYV Directive 95-9 outlines responsibilities for Joint Operations
at forward air strips and makes provisions for employment of control
teams.

(8) Paragraph 2b (5), Unservicable Air-Delivery Equipment,
Page 23: Concur with recommendation as stated.
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(9) Paragraph 2b (6), Effective Aviation Employment, Page 23:
Concur. The 17th CAG has established liaison officers at major
supported unit headquarters which has aided in proper planning and
utilization of aviation assets during airmobile operations and sup-
port activities. An effective system is now in operation and no
further action is deemed necessary.

(10) Paragraph 2c (1), Inadequate Training Time, Page 24:
Concur. While it is recognizgd that aviation units experience
unique problems in completing mandatory training requirements,
this headquarters does not consider the problem insurmountable.
Although it creates an additional hardship on the unit training,
commitments can be met by scheduling make-up classes.

(11) Paragraph 2c (2), Emergency Procedure Training for Newly
Rated Aviators, Page 24: Concur with recommendation as stated.

(12) Paragraph 2c (3), Erroneously Omitted.

(13) Paragraph 2c (4), Instructor Pilot Training, Page 25:
Concur. This is a recurring problem throughout the 17th CAG.
Support of a continuous training program is difficult and creates
extra maintenance problems. Recommend USARV expand the instructor
pilot courses to provide additional quotas for all units.

(14) Paragraph 2c (1), Class II Issue, Page 25: Concur. In-
vestigation by this headquarters shows that this problem does exist.
Recommend that the 1st Logistical Command release and ship from the
depot having the Nomex flight salety items, rather than laterally
transferring items.

(15) Paragraph 2e (2), Engineer Support, Page 26: Concur:
Recommend that higher engineer priorities be established for all
aviation units. These units are not equipped with additional per-
sonnel or equipment to do construction type work. Aviation units
are fully committed maintaining and flying organic aircraft so
that even self-help project s detract from the primary mission.

(16) Paragraph 2e (3), Outdated and Unmodified Survival Equip-
ment, Page 27: Concur. AN/URC - 64 radios have been procured and
are being issued. Present stock of URC-10 radios is adequate,
pending issue of adequate AN/URC - 64's. The flash shield and
filter for strobe - lights can be locally modified.

(17) Paragraph 2e (4) Survival Radios, Page 27: Nonconcur.
Recommend that direct exchange stocks be increased so that radios
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can be exchanged on a timely basis. Also recommend that 2d echelon
maintenance units be issued test equipment only and repair of these
radios not be authorized at unit level.

(18) Paragraph 2e (5), Inadequate Maintenance Facility, Page 27:
Concur. The 179th ASHC hangar was an approved project in January
1966. However, only the footings have been completed. The Engineer
unit is now ready to build this hangar, but after 3 1/2 years they are
awaiting parts that have been lost.

(19) Paragraph 2e (6), Experimental Equipment Support, Page 28:
Concur. Proper evaluation of the equipment is not possible without
normal support and publications. Recommend publications be provided
and definite lines of support be established in future equipment
evaluations.

(20) Paragraph 2e (7), Flight Equipment Shortages, Page 28:
Concur. A more effective method of distribution is required for
protective flight equipment. Inspections by this headquarters have
not revealed any units hoarding flight equipment. Recommend that
the initial issue of Nomex flight suits, Nomex gloves, and ballis-
tics helmets be made at the Replacement Center with only replacement
equipment handled at unit level.

(21) Paragraph 2e (8), Low Engine Power, Page 28: Nonconcur.
Investigations have shown that this problemn was caused by the fail-
ure of using units to properly clean aircraft engines during the
period the oil J2aks were being experienced.

(22) Paragraph 2e (9), CH-47 Technical Manuals, Page 29: Con-
cur with the evaluations and recommendations as stated.

(23) Paragraph 2e (10), UH-1 Transmission Input Quill Leakage,
Page 29: Nonconcur. The transmission input quill leakage dis-
cussed is the result of using MIL-L-23699 oil to lubricate trans-
missions in which MIL-L-7808 oil has been previously used. Units
are now using MIL-L-23699 only in new or newly overhauled components.

(24) Paragraph 2e (11), Issue of CH-47, Page 30: Concur. This
headquarters is coordinating with 1st Avn Bde to determine status
of CH-47C repair parts.

(25) Paragraph 2e (12), ZYR/ZyS Retrofit Program, Page 30:
Concur with recommendation as stated.
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(26) Paragraph 2e (13), COMSEC Logistical Support, Page 30:
Concur. The 52d CAB has been advised to submit a request through
channels recommending a shift of support responsibility.

(27) Paragraph 2g, Base Development Construction Time, Page 31:
Concur. In the past 6 months base construction has all but ceased.
The engineers are building and constructing roads and bridges
which have higher priority than base development. On 11 May 69
the hangar at Kontum was destroyed by direct fire from 122 MM rockets
fired from a range of less than 200 meters. This hangar and six
aircraft may have been saved if the security lighting, which was
approved in March 1968, had been installed. Recommend a higher
priority be established for critical installation defense projects.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

MARC L. TUMAS
CPT, ADA
Adjutant

A TRUE COPY
~

- a )
r _O:'( ot g ,//'.7(‘\ (ZF L(“Q«\
LEONARD G. NOWAK
MAJ, GS
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DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 14 June 1969
TO: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

This headquarters has reviewed subject report and preceding indorce-
ment and concurs except with respect to paragraph If (4) Engineer
Support.

a. Comment presents desired unit priority but neglects to
consider that all projects within II CTZ must be arranged in priority.
Funding of base development projects is a function of USARV, with
assignment of priorities accomplished at a conference held at this
headquarters quarterly.

b. Combat and operational support missions compose an average
of 25% of the 937th Engr Gp troop effort and take precedence over all
base development projects. Shortages of critical construction
materials are a perennial problem. When they occur, the constructing
unit expedites requisitions and this headquarters renders whatever
assistance possible in securing critical materials.

c. When the unit feels a particular project has been assigned
too low a priority, it should supplement the original justification
for the project and resubmit through prescribe channels.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

FREDERICK E. HOLLAND
ILT AGC
ASST AG

Cy furn:
2 - ACSFOR, DA
1 - 52d Cbt Avn Bn

A TRUE COPY

LEONARD G. NOWAK
MAJ, GS
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DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 30 Jun 1969

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,

APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D.C., 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be
adequate and concurs with the contents as indorsed, except as noted below.

2. (C) ‘ine following additional comments are considered pertinent:
a. Paragraph 2b (1), page 2i: Nonconcur.

(1) The general, continuing shortage of doorgunners led to USARV es-
tablishing a special program whereby individuals throughout Vietnam could
volunteer and extend their FST to be assigned to doorgunner duties. All
such applications for assignment to lst Aviation Brigade units are refer-
red to brigade headquarters for review and acceptance or rejection.

(2) Because of the recognized need for responsible, capable indivi-
duals to enhance the effectiveness and safety of aviation operations,
each application is carefully screened for record of previous misconduct
or inefficiency, and all doubtful applicants are rejected. Difficulties
previously experienced with accepted applicants failing to meet flight
physical stai.dards are expected to be eliminated by USARV's recent re-
quirement that the appropriate medical certificate accompany each applica-
tion. There have been some cases in which the applicant's poor record
was not properly reflected in the application, resulting in acceptance of
substandard personnel. However, in cach such instance brought to the at-
tention of this headquarters, presentation of the facts of the case to
HQ USARYV has resulted in the individual being returned to his former unit.

(3) Training for auignmélt to doorgunner duties can be adequately
accomplished in each aviation company.

(4) Diversion of doorgunner volunteers to duties in other than MOS
67AI1F or higher skill levels of that MOS is not normally acceptable, par-
ticularly in the case of those who have extended their FST specifically
to serve as a doorgunner. Authorized exceptions are individuals who do

not meet prescribed physical standards, request relief from flying dut-
ies, or demonstrate inability to satisfactorily perform doorgunner duties.
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It is essentially a question of the Army honoring the commitment when ex-
tension of foreign service tour was approved.

(5) Recommend that current procedures continue in effect.

b. Paragraph 2b (4), page 22: Concur with the observation. 165th
Aviation Group has forwarded a letter to USARV requesting that 17 additional
control towers, AN/TSQ-70A, be obtained to support present ATC tower re-
quirements. If this request is approved and the towers are issued, then
tactical air traffic control teams (TATCT) presently located at those air-
fields requiring towers would be available to work at other locations such
as Logistical Operations Center areas.

c. Paragraph 2b (5), page 23: Nonconcur with the recommendation.
Due to the use of different supply systems used by ARVN it is not possible
to issue sling equipment to ARVN units through US logistical support chan-
nels. It is recommended instead that this problem be addressed to Hqgs,
IFFV in order that it may be brought to the attention of the senior ARVN
Advisors in that headquarters. A second recommendation is that the suppor-
ting Aviation unit send a liaison officer to the ARVN unit prior to the
scheduled lift of supplies to inspect their air delivery equipment. Al-
though this may slow down the movement of supplies because of a limited
amount of serviceable air delivery equipment, it will help eliminate the
loss or damage to valuable cargo through dropping and spilling.

d. Paragraph 2c (4), page 25: Nonconcur with the recommendation.
Due to the nonavailability of aircraft, instructor pilots, and satisfact-
ory training areas, it is not feasible to expand the l1st Aviation Brigade
Instructor Pilot Course beyond its present level. This course was in-
itiated only to supplement the training of instructor pilot replacements
at unit level and to supply instructors better Gualified to conduct this
unit training. Availability of training aircraft at all levels of command
is a problem; however, continued emphasis on the part of unit commanders
and, in particular supported ground commanders is required to insure that
adequate numbers of aircraft are made available for training. Recommend
that whenever possible the 90 day standardization ride be given during and
following single ship direct combat support (DCS) missions. This will
reduce the number of training aircraft required to accomplish the train-
ing requirement of each unit.

e. Paragraph 2e (1), page 25: Concur with the comments contained in
paragraph 14 of st indorsement. It is not feasible to laterally transfer
quantities of this equipment between depots. The procedure for the issue
of NOMEX flight safety items is for the requisitions to be forwarded from
the unit to the direct support activity. If the direct support activity
has a zero balance the requisition is forwarded to the immediate depot.
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Depot will fill the requisition or forward to USAICCV. USAICCYV will screen
the availability at other depots within country and out a release document

to the depot which has the equipment. In the event the requested items

are not available within country, USAICCV forwards the request to CONUS.

f. Paragraph 2e (2), page 26: Concur with IFFV comments contained in
2d Indorsement.

g. Paragraph 2e (3), page 27: Nonconcur. Action is presently in
progress to procure these items. The URC 68 was returned to the manufact-
urer for modification prior to Defense Department Acceptance. Anticipated
arrival date in RVN is Aug 69. Blue shields for strobe lights are on
back order to USAICCV. Referenced AN/URC 64 cannot be identified.

h. Paragraph 2e (4), page 27. The availability of radios and parts
within the supply system is critical. Original purchases of AN/UFC-10 and
RT-10 radios did not provide an adequate number for the operation of a
float system. Equipment was not purchased to provide maintenance below
the depot level. These radios are presently being placed under the repair
and return to user program. This will provide a 30 to 60 day repair time
for a unit. There will no longer be a repair and return to stock program
on these radios due to the insufficient number within the supply system.

A number of RT-10 radios have been located in stock in CONUS and are due
in-country during June to help alleviate the shortages. The new radio
URC-68 is due to start arriving in country during August for issuance to
aviation units. An inter-service agreement is being attempted to allow

the repair of radios by in-country Air Force facilities.

i. Paragraph 2e (5), page 27: Nonconcur for the same reason as 2e (2).
COMUSMACY has established the RVN construction priorities. This hangar
will be started with the completion of the 604th TC Co hangar. Missing
parts are on Red Ball requisition from CONUS and construction should start
by 1 September 1969.

j. Paragraph 2e (6), page 28: Nonconcur. The Clark Model 1733384
Forklift, 4000 lbs, is not an experimental item. It is nonstandard. The
item was shipped to Vietnam with a one year repair parts package. As a
nonstandard item and to ease repair parts supply, repair parts have been
stocked in the Nonstandard Repair Parts Depot, PAYE, APO 96307. Proce-
dures for requisitioning these parts are Standard MILSTRAP exception (AOE)
requisitions against the cited depot. Per fonecon G-4 Supply Officer and
S-4 52d CAB, this entry was not submitted. The battalion is unaware of

any problems in this area.
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k. Paragraph 2e (7), page 28: Nonconcur. Presently all APH-6 Bal-
listic Helmets are being monitored by Hq USARV Aviation Logistics branch.
This headquarters is informed when releases of Ballistic Helmets are made
to Brigade units. The 52d CAB's latest Commander's Critical Items List
(CGIL) did not indicate any shortage of other flight safety equipment.
Fonecon with S-4, 17th CAG, indicated this is not a valid observation.

1. Paragraph 2e (9), page 29. This observation is a valid one and
deserves attention of the project manager. Some TM 55-1520-227-35P man-
uals are in-country, however, in short supply. Customer Assistance Of-
ficer, 34th General Support Group called the project manager in St Louis
on 28 May 1969, to have him mail copies of available changes and manuals
to the CH-47C units in RVN. Some of the recent changes to CH-47A model
helicopter TM-35P's include references to ""C" model parts. These ckanges
may prove helpful in the interim period.

m. Paragraph 2e(10), page 29. USARYV letter, subject: Use of MIL-L-
23699 and MIL-L-7808 Oils in Army Turbine Powered Aircraft, dated 3 May
1969, outlines the proper use of oil and changeover procedures. The com-
plaint of leakage problems upon cha.geover to MIL-L-23699 in components
which have been using MIL-L-7808 for some time is a general reported fault
and appears toc be valid. When problems are encountered the letter speci-
fies requirements for submitting EIR's with certain information contained
therein. Bringing attention to these problems through the use of EIR ac-
tion is the most expeditious way of affecting a change in procedures. This
headquarters is in agreement with a recommendation to changeover oils as
new components are placed into use and to eliminate the requirement to
changeover old components at the next periodic inspection. This would
eliminate all problem areas and is a more logical procedure for executing
changeover.

n. Paragraph 2e (11), page 30. The push packages containing initial
parts issued for support of CH-47C helicopters in the 52d CAB were ship-
ped on 18 June 1969.

o. Paragraph 2e (12), page 30. The Army Materiel Command has been
unable to produce enough retrofit kits to modify all aircraft as they
are completed on the assembly line. The decision has been made that as
the kits are produced they will be shipped to Vietnam. Aircraft cannot
be detained from shipment due to noncompletion of the retrofit at the
factory. The 34th General Support Group does not have the authority to
retrofit, nor fly these aircraft to a retrofit unit prior to acceptance
by the gaining unit.

p. Paragraph 2e (13), page 30. The COMSEC Logistical Support Unit
(CLSU) in Qui Nhon has been assigned to provide support to the 52d CAB.
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The amount of float equipment and maintenance personnel available at

Qui Nhon was based in part on the density of COMSEC equipment in the 52d
CAB. The 4th Infantry Division's CLSU does not have float equipment nor

an adequate number of personnel to support the 4th Division and the 52d

CAB. A direct Support Repair Team for COMSEC equipment is programmed to
be assigned to the Pleiku area within the next 60 days. This team will

provide support to the units of the 52d CAB located at Pleiku.

q. Paragraph 2g, page 31. These materials are on order and are due
in-country in July 1969. This project has a high IFFV priority and com-
pletion date is estimated to be 15 July 1969.

FOR THE COMMANDER

DAVID R. ANDERSON
CPT, AGC
ASST. AG

A TRUE COPY

LEONARD G. NOWA
MAJ, GS
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HEALQUARTLRS, UNLTwD STATeS ARMY, VIWTNAi, APO San Francisco 96375 g1 JUL 1963

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 90558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters,
52d Combat Aviation battalion.

2, (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Engineer Support," section I,
page 15, paragraph 1£(4) and 1st Indorsement paragraph 2a(2); nonconcur.
The base development priority for US Forces is number six of seven
established priorities, Unfortunately, not all "customers" can be sat-
isfied when there are higher priority missions to be accomplished by
the available engineer effort. Three projects can be identified for
this unit, each having an active construction directive. One project
has not been started because of higher priority work. The second pro-
ject is part of an extremely large cantonment facility. The constructing
unit has accomplished 60 percent of the total scope, but the 52d Aviation
Battalion's portion remains to be finished., The third project is 31 per-
cent complete, and is being delayed because of material shortages.

b, (U) Reference item concerning "Flight Standardization," section
I, page 18, paragraph 1i and 1st Indorsement paragraph 2a(3). This pro-
ject was disapproved by USARV in the FY 69 MCA construction program, 1f
the requirement is still valid it should be resubmitted 1AW USARV Reg-
ulation 415-1, Priorities of construction for PA&: are established by
the Base Development Board, not the engineers,

C. (U) Heference item concerning "Military Justice," section 1I,
page 20, paragraph 2a(2); nonconcur, FParagraph 11a, USARV Regulation
27-1, requires the prior approval of the general court martial authority
or his representative before placing a first offender, tried by special
court martial, in confinement. Only serious first offenders will be
confined. A review of the last two confinement rosters indicates that an
average of 55 first offenders were confined in the USARV Installation
Stockade out of an average Ariy population of 386, All were confined in
accordance with the current policy. First offenders are normally more
readily rehabilitable in the unit than in confinement,

d. (C) Reference item concerning "Junior Officer Career Develop-
ment," section 1I, page 21, paragraph a(3); nonconcur. Because of the
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accelerated junior officer promotion policy, it is necessary to program
Junior officers and warrant officers into both the Safety Course and
AMOC before they gain experience in a unit. The highest grade author-
ized for either position in a company is captain.

e, (C) Reference item concerning "Logistics Operations Center
(LOC) Operation," section II, page 22, paragraph b(4); concur, USACOM
has advised this headquarters that additional control towers are not
currently available, New towers are not expected to arrive in RVN for
at least one year,

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Emergency Procedure Training for
Newly Rated Aviators," section 1I, page 24, paragraph c(2); concur. USAAVNS
has recently modified their training program to place more emphasis on
emergency procedures.,

g (U) Reference item concerning "Engineer Support," section II,
page 26, paragraph e(2); nonconcur., Paragraph 2a of this Indorsement applies.

h. (C) Reference item concerning "Outdated and Unmodified Survival
Equipment," section 1I, page 27, paragraph e(3); concur. The radio refer-
red to in the basic correspondence is an AN/URC 68. The Army has procured
3800 of these radios, 120 of which have been distributed throughout USARV.
The RT-10 radio will be issued in the interim to satisfy the critical short-
age of survival radios.

i, (C) Reference item concerning "CH-47C Technical Manusals," sec-
tion 1I, page 29, paragraph e(9); concur. This headquarters has apprised
USAAVSCOM of this and other discrevancies associated with new aviation
equipment arriving in RVN.

J. (C) Reference item concerning "UH-1 Transmission Input Quill
Leakage," section 11, page 29, paragraph e(10); concur; provided oil
pressure remains within operating limits. USARV Letter, dated 3 March
1969, subject: Use of MIL-L-7808 and MIL-L-23699 0Oils in Army Turbine
powered Aircraft, outlines the proper procedures for the conversion and
directs the action to take when problems arise, No further action is
required by higher headquarters,

k. (U) Reference item concerning "Base Development Construction
Time," section II, page 31, paragraph 2g; 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2b(27)

CONFIDENTIAL
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and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2g; concur. CD 63-254-03, dated 3 May 1968,
Security Lighting Kontum, is 31 percent complete but work has stopped due
to a shortage of electrical wire and for higher priority projects. The
wire is due-in from CONUS, but the ETA is unknown. CD 63-252-03, dated

30 March 1969, Airfield and Cantonment Facilities, which provides for
three 100KiY generators is 99 percent complete, lacking only the generators.
It is anticipated that the generators will arrive in the October to Dec-

ember 1969 time frame.

FOR THE COMmANDER:

C. D. WILSON
1UT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General
Cy furn:
52d CAB
1st Avn Bde
H5

CONFIDENTIAL



GPOP-DT (5 May 69) 5th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 52d Combat Aviation
Battalion for Period Ending 30 April 1969,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 & SEP 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forward-
ing indorsements and concuirs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
A:S' AG
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND STATICN LIST

UNIT

524 Cbt Avn Bn

"FLYING DRAGONS"

Hq & Hq Co

52d Sec Det
68th Rdr Det

57th Avn Cc (AML)

"GLADIATCRS"
154th Med Det
321st ASD

119th Avn Co (ANL)

MALLIGATCRS"Y
94th Med Det

170th Avn Co (AML)

"BIKINIS"
755th Med Det

179th Avn Co (M)

"SHRIMPBOATS"

189th Avn Co (AML)

"GHOSTRIDERS"

COMMANDER

LTC Richard L. Stoessner

CPT Eugene H., Kobes

1LT Victor L. Coulter
(None Authorized)

MAJ James T. Kearnes

CPT Neil H..Joseph
MAJ Jacobson K. Schultz

MAJ John P, Fernald
CFT Curtice T, Martin
MAJ Raymon L. Hardy
CPT Joseph F. Homann
MAJ Louis R. Jones Jr.

MAJ Richard L. Lincoln

361st Avn Co (Escort) MAJ Robert M, Fummsy

"PINK PANTHERS®
665th TC Det
6218t Sig Det

GPT Reloh E, Mullens
(None Authorized)

1st Flt, 355th Avn Co CPT David E. Sullivan

"WORKHORSE®" (OFCON)

Incl 19
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LOCATION

Campn Holloway,
Pleiku, RVN

Camn Holloway
Pleiku, RVN

Camr Holloway,
Pleiku, RVN

City Airfield,
Kontum, RVN

Camp Holloway,
Pleiku, RVN

Camp Holloway,
Pleiku, RVN

Camp Holloway,
Tleiku, RVN

Camp Holloway,
Pleil, RVN

Camp Holloway,
Fleiku, RVN

Camp Holloway,
Pleiku, RVV

96318

96318
96318

96499

96318

96318

9318

96318

96318
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COWFIOENT/A L 52 CAB RID
OPERATIONAL RESULTS AS OF 30 ATRIL 1969
1. (C) Results,

CiRGO

SORTIES TROOPS  LIFTED EMEMY STRUCTURES SAMANS®
UNIT FLOWN LIFTED (TONS) KBA AM  DEST DAM DEST
57th AC (AML) 26,256 35,232 951 4 2

119th AC (AML) 20,693 26,946 917
170th &C (AML) 20,332 32,979 1860

189th AC (AML) 23,534 33,330 433 10 b
179th AC (AML) 5,473 16,571 13,273

361st AC (E) 2,406 581 203 25 2
52 98,694 145,639 17,637 39 30

2, (C) Losses.

UNIT AIRCRAFT LOST AIRCRAFT DAMAGED

IFE MR IIE R

57th AC (AML) UH-1H vi UH-1H 20

UH-1C 1 UH-1C é

119th AC (AML) UH-1H 0 UH-1H 17

UH-1C ) UH-1C 3

170th AC (AML) UH-1H 0 UH-1H 8

, UH-1C 1 UH=1C 1

179th AC (AML) CH-L7A 1 CH-4TA 12

CH-L7C 0 CH-47C 2

1898h AC (AML) UH-1H 1 UH-1H 13

UH-1C 0 UH-1C 9

361st AC (E) AH-1G 0 AH-1G 16

52 CAB 11 107
Incl 4

CONFIOENYT/H L

49



AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE

CONFIDENT 1AL

52D CAB ORLL

1e (C) JAlrcraft Status (Authorizod ./ On Hond) s of 30 fprii 1969,

UNIT Al=1G Us=1C Ub=1H CH=LTRC

57th AC (ML) 8/7 23/20

119th £C (ML) 8/1 23/20

170th AC (ML) 8/7 23/19

179th LSHC 16/18

189th 4C (ML) 8/6 23/18

361st iC (E) 12/12 2/3

HHC 2/2

52d CiB 12/12 34/ 94/79 16/18

2. (C) AMrerpft Availability (Deily Averago)

IYPE CRITERIL; STAND:RD® FEB MIR AR

UH-1H Availebility 75 6842 673  The6b
Mission Ready N/& 63,2 54.5 6343
EIM 20 245 23.2  15.6
ED? . 5 7.3 95 5.8

UH-1C Availobility 72 6841 66,9 6945
Mission Ready N/& 57.7 54,2 613
EIM 20 24,3 25,0 23,3
EDP 8 7.6 Se1 742

CH~47 Availebility 65 62,8 565 70,5
Mission Ready E/A 66,7 53.8 68,5
EM 25 25,9 28,0 21,7
EDP 10 113 15.5 1.8

AH-1G Availability 70 7245 50,8 64,0
Mission Reacy N/A 6349 50,0 5544
EIM 20 18,2 3044 220

Incl 5

COVNF/IDew T/4L
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COVFI AT /AL IV viw vnuu

AIRCR TT 1L INTENANCE

3. (U) Reczpitulation of FIving Howrs.

TYPE UNIT ‘ONTH AVG NO URS “VG ERS AVLIL- % DA
. ON" IAND gam VER ;/C IDILITY TROGRMM *

UH-1C 57th £4C FED 7.3 . 342 46,9 . 80,8 - 60
MAR 7.8 298 38,2 72,0 66%
SV, S 269 38,4 63,2
119th AC FEB 7.0 347 495  55.7 25%
MR 6.6 459 69.5  62.4 120%
B AR 575 5326 3.0 9% .
170th A0 FED 6.5 332 49,5  87.8 85%
MAR 7.8 428 5448 53.2 ggg
. — 7. . 21 'Z 35 28
T i % 5640 %s.z S
MAR 6.7 415 61 .2 80,0 18'7%
50,6 76,2 103%
52nd FEB 28, %9 50,8 68,1 88%
MAR 28,9 1600 55.4 66,9 9%
AR 26,6 1340 50,8 695 88k
UH-1H 57th AC FEB 19,7 1983 100,6 79.7 135%
MR 19,8 1951 98,5  75.7 133%
. AR 19.2 1720 :
"119th FEB  18.4 1441 78,3 3 106%
© MiR 18,8 2021 107.5 67,0 147%
__ARR___26:0 1701 o o
_ 170th XC FED  19.9 1836 9243 . 125%
MIR .20,0 2457 122,8 5847 166%
o APR ___19.2 1865 24 £7:6 130%
189th AC FEB 19,8 1777 89,7 68,0 1200
MR 19.6 1883 96,1 66,0 130%
DAY\ S 1] 1903, b 8_1‘2__13_2%_
" s2nd FEB 778 -~ 7037 90,4 68,2 122%
MIR 8.3 8312 106,2 67.2 144
LR T T189 92:2  TheS _1?.%2; :
"AH-1G 3618t AC° FEB  11.5 533 463 T2.5 66
' MR 11,5 789 68,6 50,8 22;%
. AR __ 1049 499 4508 ___ 64e0 :
CH-47 179th AC FEB 13,7 938 68.5 6248 Vid%
MAR 13.4 56€ 72.1 5645 © 120%
AR 14,2 788 . 559.5 _Tl.4 93%
T_A__CFT 2E3_MAR AFR j_o.g_._aa._m MR AR
361st UB-1H 47 53 145 508 37% 76.,9%
HHC UH=1C 46 99 108 49.1558% 90425
Incl 5
CONFID ENW T 1AL
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