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["Sgec!al topic™ reportl
[FBIS Transiated Textl The coll!slon of a "Chinese" jet and
a US plane over the sea near Halnman Island has created a trag ?
with one craft damaged and one lost, and 1s a most serious affalr
In tarms of relattons between the two natlions. Judging from
materlals comlng from varlous sources, this col!lision was a pure
accldent, and there Is mo possiblitty of intent. The tdea of oOne
side playing with fire 1s even more remote, and the most IJkely
explanation ts that the whole thing iIs an acclident caused by a
tachnological mistake caused by lnsuff!clencg iIn the taclt mutual
unders tandings between the two sides. In the future, the key point
which may tmpact relations between China and the US 1s not the
colltston 1tself, but rather the timeframe and manner In which the
tfnese hand over the piane and crew.

Anyone who has some concept of what av!atlon ts wiil know that
when an alrplane 1s flying at hlgﬂ speeds and hits a bird, the
results are unimaginable. How much more so must It be then when an
Amer)can EP-3 reconmalssance plane flying at 784 mph and a PRC
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Jian-8 fiylng at 1,488 plus mph. Such a colllsion Is truly awesome..

Some anajyses sa? that the PRC fighter Intentionally struck the
American craft, thinking to force the US plane to land on Chinese
sotl. Some people also say that the Amer!can plane made a sudden
turn toward the Jian-8 as though 1t were a blcycle moving forward
of 1ts own volltion. It Is difficult to grasp the distances at
which fighter planes gass at high speeds, where a tlnﬂvgllp can
mean a crash and death to the crew. No one galns an advantage from
this. And this !s not wartime, and there Is mo reason to make a
sacriflice of oneself. Consequently, there Is mo case for an
intentional crash.

The most probable sttuation 1s that the Jlan-8 was harasslng
the EP-3 from below, and as a result Its altitude dropped. The EP-3-
di ppad ltﬁ nose suddenly, and the Jian-8 tmmedlately darted away,
but hit the other plane through clumsy emergency moves. In the
flash of an eye, It lost Its lance and plummeted I1nto the sea.
The EP-3 was leaking a farge quantity of o1l at this time and was
forced to seek ald at the nearest alr base.

In reallty, US mtiltary recommalssance planes have been fiying
over the sea on a Ifne from Xisha to Halman, following the border
of PRC alrspace for more than a decade. The PRC fighter was doling
what they normally dtd, dolng necessary survelllance and
Interception and even driving the plane away, all In accordance
with the customary practices of Intermational accords. A Ifttje
confrontation —— you chase me and I tall you —— had mever caused an
acclident In the past. Looking at the Incident from the viewpoint of
PRC flghter Imterception procedures and the demands of coordination
with war technology on the grounda nOo reason exists for
Intentionally taunting the American plane.

The Jlan-8 flghter ?Iame 1$ the PRC’s new domestlcall¥
produced, high-speed, all-weather fighter plane. It 1s princlpally
used t{n defending alr rights on the front_line of battie, and can
also carry out alr-to-ground attacks. In 1992, the PRC navy and atr
force organized a Jilan-8 squad, ?atrolllng for the first time at
Xtsha, and over the subsequent elght years of exercises and
training thils squad has become a set fighter squadron, and 1s sald
to ba the PRC’s maln fighter 7Iane In terms of alr and sea power.
The pllots on patrol on the Ilhe between Xisha and Hainan Island
are mostly old hands who are capable of flylng In any weather. No
one would anticlipate any problem occurring.

In terms of the Intercertl@n procedure, when PRC radar
¥discovers an unidentlfled f gln? ob&ect nearing PRC airspace, the
naval alr forces dispatch two Jian-8s to Intercept, with tower
ﬁﬁrsonnel in charge of directing. Everything i1s done by the book.
en the alten plane Is sighted, the Jian-8 lead plane on duty
tves the order to the wingman to reduce altitude, and to first get
nto the best position for survetllance Thotographs under the
forelgn plane to Interfere with tt. The lead plane then fites
parallel and close to the foreign plane, following tactics from the
giound coordinator, and malntalns close formation with the forelgn
plane.

Undaer the stipulations of the accords of Internmational law, 1f
a plane Is flslng over the open sea, both sides must matntaln an
on-alert space of 388 by 34d meters above and below and on both
stdes. The PRC fighter planes also operate under these regulations.
But the problem 1S that If a forelgn plane still wants to ?et
closer t0 PRC ajrspace, then the Jlan-8 procedure Is to follow
commands from the ground to siide hortzontaily past the forelgn
plane from above. This Is the way two flghter planes "warn™ each
other without overdoing tt. Then that Jian-8 returns to Its
two-plane formation and continues to watch the fore!?n plane. Under
normal conditions, when the foretgn plane sees the Jlan-8 flghter s
maneuver, it persists for a moment or two more and then w!thdraws.
This Is a taclt agreement between the two.

But why did a ?robtem occur with this routine maneuver? Some
anajyses say that It Is Rosstbge that the Chinese crew were hav!n?
technical problems. Others say that the "Chlnese"-US relationshlp
has worsened of late, and that the PRC ptiots had something of an
emotlonal rasponse and plloted the craft In an lnap?roprlate vay.
In actuallity, thts Is not very Ilkely because PRC pllots are mot
only old, seasoned hands, but every move they make Including thelir
approach angle and thelr airspeed and altitude are all controlled
by ground commands; the pllots might feel emotional, but that
?ggkg?'t be reflected In thelr fiying. Moreover, the most common
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