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TEXT TEXT. 
HAD SOUNDED THE ALARM IN TIME. BUT ... NOTHING IS SO CAREFULLY 
PREPARED FOR AS AN ACCIDENT. THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF KSYUSHA'S LIFE 
HAPPENED TO HEAVE INTO THE MOST SAVAGE OF PATTERNS. 

THE CITY 
THREE DAYS AFTER KSENIA KIRGIZOVA DISAPPEARED, THE AGTU 

RECTOR'S OFFICE OFFICIALLY CANCELED THE PRACTICAL HORK. IT WASN'T 
UNTIL NEARLY A HEEK LATER, HHEN THE PARENTS TOGETHER RAISED A 
POHERFUL HAVE AND BROUGHT THE ~RESS AND THE PUBLIC INTO THE MATTER, 
THAT A SQUAD OF BARNAUL POLICEHITH DOGS COMBED THE UNIVERSITY. 
SECRETARIES FROM DEANS' OFFICES CALLED ALL THE COEDS AND BEGGED 
THEM. ·PLEASE DON'T SHOW UP HE~E BEFORE 1 SEPTEMBER!n 

PANIC BROKE OUT IN THE CITY. PEOPLE HAD DISAPPEARED BEFORE, BUT 
SOONER OR LATER THEY'D BEEN FOUND, DEAD OR ALIVE. BUT FOR SEVERAL 
PEOPLE TO DISAPPEAR AT ONCE, EN MASSE, AND WITHOUT A TRACE FROM THE 
HALLS OF A SINGLE INSTITUTION-~NOTHING LIKE THAT HAD EVER HAPPENED 
BEFORE! THE CITY WAS RIFE WITH RUMORS BASED, ACTUALLY, ON SAD 
REALITY. IT HAS AT ABOUT THIS TIME IN BARNAUL THAT SEVERAL MORE 
PEOPLE DISAPPEARED IN BARNAUL, ALL OF THEM CONNECTED ONE HAY OR 
ANOTHER HITH THE SYSTEM OF HIGHER OR SECONDARY SPECIAL EDUCATION. 
THO COEDS' MAMA'S--VALENTINA MIKHAYLYUKOVA (54) AND NINA SHAKIROVA 
(44) VANISHED INSIDE THE AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTE AND THE INSTITUTE 
OF CULTURE FOUR DAYS APART FROM EACH OTHER, ON 14 AND 18 JULY, 
RESPECTIVELY. " 

ON 12 JULY, 18-YEAR-OLD YELENA ANISIMOVA WENT TO SUBMIT HER 
DOCUMENTS TO SPTU AND NEVER REfURNED. SHE HAD JUST ARRIVED IN 
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BARNAUL FROM THE COUNTRY THE NIGHT BEFORE. ON. 17 AUGUST. UNDER 
OTHER BUT ALSO EXCEEDINGLY STRANGE CIRCUMSTANCES. ONE MORE NEWLY 
FLEDGED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE. IRINA SEROVA, VANISHED. IN LATE JULY. 
IN ONE OF THE TRIBUTARIES OF THE DB RIVER. THEy FOUND THE 
DISMEMBERED BODIES OF TWO MORE IS-YEAR-OLD HOMELESS GIRLS. 

EVIL BEGETS EVIL. THEREFORE. IN THE EVENING THE STREETS EMPTY 
OUT AND STEPS BEHIND YOUR BACK SEEM SINISTER. RUMORS SPREAD FASTER 
THAN RADIO WAVES. ANY FAMILY QUARREL OR CONFUSION OVER AN 
UNEXPECTED SLEEPOVER AT FRIENDS' ENDS UP IN SCREAMS ABOUT NEH 
VICTIMS. REIGNING OVER ALL OF THIS IS HIS MAJESTY FEAR, THEREFORE 
EVERYONE KEEPS QUIET, AND THE PARENTS OF THE LOST GIRLS WEEP FROM 
DESPAIR. HOW COME NO ONE SAW ANYTHING! WHY ARE YOU SILENT, PEOPLE! 
AFTER ALL, TOMORROW THIS COULD ·HAPPEN TO YOU! GENTLEMEN BANDITS. 
GENTLEMEN OFFICIALS, GENTLEMEN BUREAUCRATS ...• THIS IS BARNAUL'S- . 
SUBMARINE. ONLY THE CREW IS VERY SMALL. 

THE PARENTS--EACH ON HIS OHN--STARTED PASTING UP POSTERS THEY'D 
HAD PRINTED WITH THEIR OHN MONEY ALL OVER TOHN. THE NEXT DAY THE 
POSTERS WOULD HAVE VANISHED. BARNAUL WAS PREPARING FOR CITY DAY. 
AND JANITORS WERE PULLING THE GIRLS' FACES OFF THE SIGNS SO AS NOT 
TO SPOIL THE HOLIDAY FOR THE REST OF THE CITY'S INHABITANTS. BY ALL 
ACCOUNTS. THE HOLIDAY ISSUE OF THE LOCAL EVENING PAPER. HHICH HAS 
DEVOTED TO THE 27,TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY. DID NOT HAVE A WORD 
IN IT ABOUT THIS NOT EVEN MUNICIPAL BUT NATIONAL DRAMA. THEY HAD 
TORN DOWN THE POSTERS NOT AT T~EIR OWN INITIATIVE BUT ON ORDERS 
FROM ABOVE. 

THE PARENTS 
"THE FATHER OF THE THIRD FOUND ME THROUGH THE POLICE WHEN HE 

LEARNED THERE WAS A FIFTH." THIS SENTENCE. INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO AN 
OUTSIDER'S EAR. HAS TOLD TO ME BY VLADIMIR KIRGIZOV HHENHE MET. 
ACTUALLY, THE POLICE STARTED HQRKING ACTIVELY ONLY AFTER. AT THE 
INITIATIVE OF ANOTHER PAPA. VYACHESLAV SHMAKOV. THE PARENTS OF ALL 
THE LOST GIRLS JOINED FORCES. lHE SHMAKOVS TOOK LEAVE WITHOUT PAY, 
ALTHOUGH ON THEIR MODEST INCOMES THIS IS TANTAMOUNT TO SUICIDE. 
OLYA'S PAPA PERSONALLY COVERED ALL THE AREA BEACHES IN THE HOPE OF 
FINDING ANY CLUE--ALL TO NO AVAIL. HER MAMA DOESN~ TRUST ANYONE 
~~rE=g~EI~N¥H~YISU~~yH~lIA:O=p~=l~~~t I~~Ys¥lINfr~E[U~~ l~ ¥~~PLETE 
CHEERFUL PARAKEETS IN THEIR DAUGHTER'S EMBROIDERIES. "THEY SAY THAT 
PEOPLE GO CRAZY WHEN THEY'RE ALONE, THAT THEY DON'T COLLECTIVELY, 
BUT YOU COULD CONFIDENTLY SEND OUR FIVE FAMILIES STRAIGHT TO THE 
PSYCH HARD," SHMAKOV JOKES DARKLY. nTHEY SAY THAT WE LIVED BADLY 
BEFORE. IT'S THEY HHO LIVED BADLY, HE LIVED FINE. NOW THE 
POPULATION IS HELPLESS." . 

NADEZHDA, YULYA TEKHTIYEKOVA'S MAMA, CAN BARELY CARRY ON A 
f¥U~E'~tI3¥~iO~~E~~ED~~~~0~~gUaHfR~~~RD~UgH¥~I~sR~~~~~gRI~H~P~~~AON 
VOZNYUK. LILYA'S MAMA. HENT BACK TO WORK AT HER SCHOOL ON I 
SEPTEMBER; HOW SHE CONDUCTS LESSONS I DON'T KNOW. BUT OVER THE 
TELEPHONE ALL SHE CAN DO IS CRY. ANZHELA BURDAKOVA'S PARENTS HIRED 
A PROFESSIONAL LAWYER. THE KIRGIZOVS HAVE A WHOLE HEADQUARTERS 
OPERATING WITH LOTS OF CARS AND PEOPLE READY TO PASTE A POSTER ON 
ANOTHER BOX IMMEDIATELY AND CHECK OUT ANY NEW SrORY. 

THE PARENTS HAVE LOCATED A NUMBER OF WITNESSES THEMSELVES. THE 
POLICE. BY THE WAY. NOH REACT DIFFERENTLY TO ALL THEIR SUGGESTIONS. 
SHOULD YOU CHECK ALL FOREIGN PASSPORTS ISSUED IN ALTAY THIS SUMMER! 
DONE. CHECK THE ACCURACY OF THE INFORMATION PROFFERED TO THEM FOR 
SALE! CERTAINLY. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION NOW EVEN LISTENS WITH 
INTEREST TO THE STORIES OF THE PSYCHICS. WHICH KSYUSHA'S CRIED-OUT 
MAMA WRITES DOWN IN A SCHOOL NOTEBOOK. BECAUSE THE POLICE 
THEMSELVES HAVE ALMOST NO CLUES. 

·YOU GET THE FEELING THE GIRLS WERE TAKEN BY UFOS." EXPERIENCED 
INVESTIGATORS ADMIT TO EACH OTHER. I COULD ONLY ENVY VLADIMIR 
KIRGIZOV'S COURAGE. 
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