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Cn 17 Jua 66, at 2182 hours, local time,

shevan, lran, on an international £light, I obswmrved s strange
Phefonencs on the horizon. As wa were approsching the Rudasiur bescon,
located spproxicately 25 afles VSW of Nehrabad Airport, Tebwran, we sud-
denl-: obssrved a brilliant white sphers appromimating the coloration and
intensity of full bright moon. The sphars sppearsd suddenly and at the
Larst afghting vas appronisstely thres times the size of & full soon,
At the nonent, we were flying st spprozimately 18,000 fest cn & course
of 070 deprees at a spesd of about 200 knots. ‘lh- sighting occurres Just .
A3 va prapared to fly a circulsr patters over the Rudesiur bescon pricr
to descending to & lover altitude and heading for Nelvabad Alrport. Ve
ozserved the sightin: throughout the tine we clicled the Rudeshur bescen,
a tins we later calculated t6 De of four to five minutes durstion. I
would estimate the position of the sphare to be vn & heading of 010
derrecs ond de=p within the Soviet Union, parhaps mocth of 60 degrees
latitude. Durving the four to five mimutes that I observed the sphere, it
contimved to grov in siss as its intemasity dieinisbed. Toward the end of
this pericd it becans very faint amd its enorwcus size seamed to £111 the
siye The base of the @ appeared 10 rest o the horizon throughout
the period it was observed, lnucnh‘ thn tm conter of the sphere ws
rising during the time that it was her cooditions
were sucellent and the umsually eh» sky Alfcdod unlinited visidilicy.

Another girliner st & sligntly lovee altiw“ 4150 obeerved the phencusnon
and va exchanged rssarks about it. On Janding at Nelmeded Alrport sose

20 minutes leter, we discoverrd that the phmcmenco was ot ssen from the
sround except poesidly during the very last stages. At that poiat, since
the intensity had so markedly dimisished, 1t would go umooticed uoless
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unless cne wers slented o Jeok fer it, The Fauses fer tte ‘bolng
adscured from the groutd 16 attributed to tha aleupt riss of the very
Rizh mountain rangs narth ef ‘the edty lu S direstien of the phensucesn,

I don’t imow what caussd thie strange eccawrence wileh we chewved,

fad never sean snything resendling it in over 20 yews of flylag enperi-
ence. One thecry advanced to me was that the shpwre s & “faise mooa”
asd that such a phencmench me seen aear Roms, Italy, My feelisg is that
the sphers was forwed Dy gasss emanatiag parhaps fres & ven-nsde emplesion,
Thess gases foraing the sphere usy have been illunimated by the sun frem
the back side. 1f this wers tas caes, it wuld acesvat fir the diniaish-

inz intensity as the density of the
the sphere.
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